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Y6 at Woodlands 



Poetry Recital 
Stephen Dudley (parent and Governor) came into school on Wednesday to re-

cite some powerful poetry to the Year 4 and 5 classes. Stephen's theme was ' 

Can One Person Make a Difference', in line with Year 4/5’s current Inquiry 

Question. He recited a number of poems to the children and took questions 

about their meaning. One in particular, 'Ode' by Arthur O'Shaughnessy really 

struck a chord with the children - We are the music makers, and we are the 

dreamer of dreams … Lots of the children made a point of thanking Stephen 

then and later at pick up. Theodora Williams also gave an impromptu reading of 

'The Owl and The Pussycat' when Stephen asked the children if they had any 

poems they knew by heart.  What a wonderful experience for everyone! Thank 

you Stephen. 

Next Friday, we will be celebrating red nose day at St. Ebbe’s. 
This year, we are asking you to dress up in red; this could be 
anything from putting on your finest pair of red socks, to 
dressing up fully in red!  

We will be selling the brand-new 2022 red noses at school for 
£1.50. We also have a supply of 2019 red noses which we will 
sell for £1. The Junior Leadership Team will be coming around 
classes next week, or you can buy one from the office.  

We will also be taking donations on the gate on the day. The money raised is spent by Comic Re-
lief to help transform the lives of poor and vulnerable people, both at home and across the 
world’s poorest countries.  

A note from the Junior Leadership Team 













A note from Mrs Farr  
Dear Parents and Carers,  

What a difference the sunshine has made to everyone this week. It is so good to feel the warmth of spring 

coming through and to notice the daffodils and other bulbs coming up around school. A thank you to Mrs Robson who keeps 

St. Ebbe’s in bloom throughout the year! 

Woodlands Residential 

Our Year 6 children have had a wonderful time at Woodlands Residential Centre in South Wales this week as you will see from 

the photographs on the front page this week. The trip got off to a great start, with the first activity, a night walk, featuring a 

shooting star which left everyone full of awe and curious about what else the week would bring. The children (and staff) have 

enjoyed canoeing, caving, climbing, a challenging high-ropes course and mountain walking.  

They have been building their resilience, embracing our core value of courage as they lean into the fears that may arise from 

trying something new. They have developed their team work, connecting to help each other with challenges and encourage 

each other along the way. We love our residentials at St. Ebbe’s as each time, without fail, children discover new things about 

themselves, and us about them, that might not  otherwise occur in the school environment. It is a true joy to witness. Miss 

Payne has also told me that the children have been ‘excellent sleepers’ and, by the end of the week, several had to be woken 

up in time for breakfast. It’s the last day today; they will be back in Oxford around 6pm this evening. A huge thank you to Miss 

Payne, Miss Handley, Mrs Crowther, Mrs Ali, Mrs Whidborne and Mr Mullins for taking them and looking after them all so well.  

Punctuality 

THANK YOU for your efforts to arrive on time this week. Our recorded ‘Lates’ have halved with 44 this week. There is still room 

for improvement so please keep up the good work and contact us if you are experiencing difficulties. 

International Women’s Day #breakthebias 

We celebrated International Women’s Day on Tuesday with an extra assembly and discussions about gender bias, defining it 

as, ‘when someone with a different gender is treated unfairly’. We 

also talked about why gender equality is important for both girls 

and boys. When asked the children identified the biases that they 

notice including: 

• Blue is for boys, pink is for girls 

• Girls are better at writing, boys are better at maths 

• Only girls are allowed to cry 

• Boys are better at football 

BIG dates list 

Hopefully you have been able to add the relevant dates to your diaries from our Big Dates List (see earlier in the newsletter). 

These have also been added to the calendar on our website. If you think we have missed anything, please let us know via the 

school email office.3833@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk. Please prioritise those highlighted yellow as these are our very special Learn-

ing Exhibitions where the children showcase their knowledge and we would really love to see you there.  

 

May I wish you a very happy weekend, 

Warm wishes,  

Tina Farr 

 

 

 


