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Y2 Visit Library 
Once again, we were warmly welcomed by 

Oxford Library this week. Year 2  very much 

enjoyed their visit, checking out all the 

lovely books and making good use of the 

technology. They also did well walking to 

and from the centre of Oxford! 



Y3 Storytelling 
Year 3 continued their journey with the Storymuseum 

this week with a visit from their expert storytellers, 

who have been teaching them stories of Kings and 

Queens from around the world. The children are 

learning the stories through drama, ready for retelling 

and will next be creating costumes! 



An Interview with Ben ... 
Today I was very pleased to interview 

Ben of Yangtze Class, who is learning  

Karate and has recently passed another 

belt grading. 

How long have you been doing Karate? 

A few months.  

Where do you do Karate? 

Tiger Marshall Arts 

What’s your teacher called? 

Mr Porter and Mr Barker and two others. 

What are you learning in Karate at the moment? 

We are learning a new kick. 

Do you mostly use your hands or your legs? 

We use both. 

Is Karate easy or hard? 

It’s not really that easy. It’s hard when you’re learning a 

new move. 

Can you tell me a bit more? 

When you do Karate and you’ve done a certain number of lessons, you get a red tag. That’s why I went up to a higher belt after 

doing a grading.  

What colour is your belt? 

It’s white with a blue stripe in the middle.  

What did you have to do to get the higher belt? 

You had to do some of the moves and show how you do it. If you complete all of them you get to have a higher belt.  

Will you carry on? 

I want to keep going until I get the complete black belt. It will take a few years—maybe 3 or 4? But you have to do all the clas-

ses. 

It’s great to hear that you want to get your black belt! Do you think more people should learn Karate? 

I don’t want to force people to do things they don’t want to do. They should do what they want to do. 

That’s a good point Ben. What advice do you have for someone who wants to learn? 

Use your Karate responsibly.  

Thank you for your time Ben. It’s been a pleasure talking to you. I wish you every success 

with your future in Karate. 
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A note from Mrs Farr  
Dear Parents and Carers,  
It’s been lovely to see and feel the sunshine yesterday and today after a chilly couple of 
weeks.  
Yenworthy 
Year 5 will be leaving for Yenworthy, North Devon, on Monday which they are very excited about. They 
will be accompanied by Jo Horn, Eve Jackson, Jim Sherry and Lorraine Crowther and will be taking part in 
climbing, walks, coasteering and hopefully surfing, if the weather remains good and the surf’s up! Whilst 
their teachers are away, the Year 4s will be taught by our own staff, including Narinder Thapar and Aman-
da Robson who will be delivering plans provided by the class teachers. 
Year 6 SATs 
After a three-year pandemic-related break, Year 6 will once again be taking national tests next week 
which includes a one-hour reading paper, three x 40 minute maths papers and a 45 minute spelling, punc-
tuation and grammar paper. The same tests are taken by children across the country. The children will be 
coming in for a special breakfast club each morning and will be supported through the week. They have 
been well-prepared by their teachers and are more than ready to get next week out of the way so that 
they can resume normal learning.  
Classes for September 
We will be changing the class structure and mixing children up from September. This is something that we 
do every two years so that children get to experience learning with as many others as possible during 
their time at St. Ebbe’s. In addition, you will know that we have had to reduce our published admission 
number due to the national fall in birth rate which does mean that we will have to mix some year groups 
where our numbers are especially low. As schools are funded per pupil, we cannot sustain very small clas-
ses and keep a balanced budget. Mixing year groups is very common across the UK and Oxfordshire with 
more than half of children being educated in this way. Our staff will group children thoughtfully and care-
fully, ensuring that they have people in their class that they are friends with and can learn well with. All 
being well, we will complete this task by the second week in June and let you and the children know both 
who their new classmates will be and who their new teacher is. We will then begin our transition process 
to familiarise children as much as possible with their new classes before the long summer break. Please 
do ask if you have any questions. 
Teaching Staff 
Unusually, at the end of this academic year, we will be saying goodbye to three teachers. Ella Handley 
(Year 2) is taking a career break to go travelling, Rachael Payne (Year 6) is heading off to pastures new and 
Ben Hagan is moving to London. We will be very sorry to lose these three brilliant teachers but under-
stand that the time comes for people to make changes and try new things. We also welcomed, Leeanda 
Simpson last week, who is joining us on Thursdays, teaching Year 6 
and Year 3 and replacing Saskia Van der Zee. 
Dates 
Please check the dates in the list for events that you may wish to 
attend. 
Armchair Fundraiser 
May I also take this opportunity to say a huge thank you for donating 
to the Armchair Fundraiser. Thanks to your generosity, £4800 was 
raised which will go towards regenerating play areas on the school 
field. In the meantime, our new PE wall bars arrived this week, also 
funded by SESA. Without these funds, we simply wouldn’t be able to 
afford to make these changes. Thank you again. 
 
I hope you have a really lovely weekend. 
 
Tina Farr 
 
 


