
The Weekly Ebbesentials 
21st July 2022 

Goodbye Y6 



Dear all, 
  
A huge thank you to everyone who came to EbbesFest, bought raffle tickets. 
Together we raised £3,200! 
  
We couldn’t have done it without all the support of the parent volunteers, the 
teachers and TA’s and the year 6 kids running their stalls. 
  
A big thank you to Matt Alden for donating all the BBQ meat, salad and buns 
from Alden’s butchers and a special mention to Tom Currie for creating a party 
atmosphere with his fantastic music. 
  
Thank you as well to all of the local businesses who donated such brilliant raffle 
prizes. 
 
The money will go a long way to helping to regenerate the Imagination Area on 
the school field – perhaps it will be in situ for the next EbbesFest?! 
  
Have a great weekend in the sunshine 
  
SESA 







SOAP Summer Scheme 
 
The Summer Play Scheme will be running from 28 July – 2 September throughout the Summer 
Holidays as below: 
 
MONDAYS – CLOSED 
 
TUESDAYS – 10am – 4pm -EVERYBODY WELCOME! (All unaccompanied and registered 7+ AND 
children of any age accompanied by a parent or carer) 
 
WEDNESDAYS – 10am – 4pm – 7UP DAY! (Unaccompanied and registered 7+. NO parents or 
carers) 
17 August – 11am – 1pm – CLIMBING WALL (please complete the consent form) 
 
THURSDAYS – 10am – 1pm – 7UP MORNING! (Unaccompanied and registered 7+. NO parents 
or carers) 
25 August – 12noon – 3pm – TRICKY BIKE TRAILS (please complete the consent form) 
 
THURSDAYS – 1pm – 4pm – YEAR6 UP AFTERNOON (Unaccompanied and registered Year 6 
and above. NO parents or carers) 
18 August – 1 – 4pm – ARCHERY TAG (please complete the consent form) 
 
FRIDAYS – 10am – 4pm -EVERYBODY WELCOME! (All unaccompanied and registered 7+ AND 
children of any age accompanied by a parent or carer) 
 
SOAP IS NOT OPEN ON BANK HOLIDAYS 
 
For further information please email admin@soapoxford.org 
 
Please note: SOAP operates an open access, drop-in playground. As such, the site is not OF-
STED registered and should not be used as full time childcare. A maximum 2-hour visit is 
recommended. 
 



Bike library 
https://
localgiving.org/
charity/SESA/
project/
southoxford-
bikelibrary/ 
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A note from Mrs Farr  
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
End of Term 
What a week! We’ve had another Learning Exhibition, a Year 6 Leavers’ Service, a fashion show and a Staff Leavers’ Service all in 3 1/2 
days!  
Reception Learning Exhibition 
It was great to see so many of you at the Reception Learning Exhibition this week. Parents were treated to a song about the conti-
nents, a rendition of, ‘What a Wonderful World’ by Louis Armstrong and a whole variety of learning activities. I loved talking to some 
of you about the children’s learning: the amount of progress they’ve made evident in their learning journals and the knowledge that 
they share at home. I will upload some photographs to the website later in the summer as I don’t have access to them currently. 
Cake Sale 
Theodora, Florence, Sophie, Melodie and Ella of Yangtze Class ran a very successful cake sale at the school gate, this week to raise 
money for the World Wildlife Fund. Thank you so much for supporting it and helping to raise £163! The children have donated a cash 
gift and adopted a snow leopard, a tiger and an orangutan for a year! Well done to all of you and to your parents for supporting you.  
iPhones—cheeky request 
We recently acquired an iPhone 7 that is being well-used around school. Our safeguarding policy prevents staff from being able to use 
their personal phones to take photographs, other than in exceptional circumstances. As phones are by far the best way to take and 
share quick snaps of children, their work and other activities, it would really help us to have more of these in school. If you have up-
graded your iPhone and have an old one sitting in the drawer, we would be exceptionally grateful if you would donate it to us ...Thank 
you! 
Heat 
I can hardly believe how hot it was on Monday and Tuesday but we made it through. As ever, our team 
rose to the occasion following the risk assessment and finding other creative ways to keep children 
cool such as filling their trays with water and putting their feet in them, whilst doing their learning, and 
building a whole lot of dens. The children were brilliant and mostly managed to suppress their instincts 
and move very slowly everywhere! Thank you to those of you who supplied gazebos, to Matthew Alden 
who used his freezers at Meatmaster to create vast quantities of ice and to our very own Phil Doubtfire 
who put up the gazebos and created the ingenious ice fans! What a great community effort.  
Year 6 
We said goodbye to our wonderful Year 6 children today. They have been truly exceptional, setting the 
bar high in their approach to learning, the compassion they have shown to each other, staff and young-
er children and indeed with their performance last week. They were courageous and poised during 
their Leavers’ Service. Thank you Year 6 for being everything we could want from St. Ebbe’s children 
and more. 
Staff Leavers 
Today we also said goodbye to six members of staff and a student.  
Paige has been with us throughout her NVQ 3 course, on placement in Reception, and chose to stay on with us until the end of term. 
Thank you Paige for giving up your time to provide much-needed support.  
Lucy has been with us this year whilst carrying out her Forest School training so has been enjoying attending Forest School with chil-
dren across the school. With a degree in Environment Science, Lucy has brought valuable knowledge and enthusiasm for the out-
doors.  
Bushra, has been working as a TA in Years 2 and 3 for two years and has left to pursue further studies. Georgia has been a TA in Re-
ception and has taken up a permanent post at Windmill Primary. Both of these young people have grown and learnt a lot whilst at St. 
Ebbe’s as well as contributed their energy and ideas. Thank you to you both.  
Ben Hagan has been a Year 3 teacher with us for two years. Ben started his career during the pandemic but has blossomed into a 
great teacher, especially enjoying the ‘normality’ of the last two terms. Ben is off to London and has a job in a great primary school 
there.  
Rachael Payne has been a Year 6 teacher for four years. During this time she has provided exceptional care and support for Year 6 
children during this very important transitional year in their education. Rachael is taking a break from teaching to pursue other inter-
ests … look out for her in the Botley Aldi for the time being …  
Finally, Ella Handley is leaving after five years to travel the world and have some amazing adventures. She will return to teaching ei-
ther in Oxford or perhaps in an International School. Ella has taught Year 4 and Year 2 and has given the last five years everything 
she’s got, with great success.  
We will miss our staff who are leaving but understand that change is part of life and that it’s necessary for people to move on to pas-
tures new. With each goodbye there is a hello and we look forward to welcoming George Wolstenholme and Charlotte Vardy, our two 
new teachers and Amber Kearney, our new TA. 
Thank you to all of you for supporting us through another turbulent year. The term between Christmas and Easter was the most chal-
lenging of the pandemic and indeed of my ten years as a HT! With repeated staff and pupil absence, we rode some very stormy seas 
for a while. However we have emerged stronger as a result and have absolutely LOVED opening up our school again and enjoying 
community get togethers. We expect there will be bumps in the road  again but are confident that we can get over them as a team 
with the support of our truly amazing community, which I remain humbled to be a part of.  
 
Warm wishes, 
 
Tina  


