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Time-Travelling Detectives 
Being introduced to a top-secret police agency, the 'time action 
team', children in Year 5 hypothesised, looked at evidence and 
started to build a picture of a crime victim based on quotes 
attributed to them. On Thursday, they launched into a time portal, 
back to 44BCE to analyse the crime scene. With 10 pieces of histor-
ical evidence to consider, the children got into role as time-
travelling detectives to put together theories for the target, motive 
and opportunity for the crime.  
 

As you can see from these photographs, they were fully immersed 
in this experience and full of theories and questions about what 
might have happened. Whilst involved, the children are also learn-
ing about the uncertainty that surrounds historical information and 
learning to think critically about the information that they encoun-
ter, a skill which is undeniably useful for navigating the modern 
world. 
 

As we continue to look at this case, as well as the achievements of 
the Roman Republic and Empire up to this point, we ask ourselves, 
'What is worth striving for?' 



JLT’s All-New Celebration Assembly 
After much consultation, planning and 

preparation, the JLT (Junior Leadership 

Team) launched their all-new Celebration 

Assembly yesterday. Each class decided on 

how, as a team, they have lived one of our 

core values this week, sending a repre-

sentative to the front to share with the 

rest of the school. This was followed by 

the performance of a poem written by 

Amazon Class (see next page for its total 

brilliance). Children can also apply to the 

JLT to share any of their personal pas-

sions; everyone who applies will have the 

chance to perform. The JLT fully engaged 

in the spirit of learning, taking notes on 

what was going well and what could be 

improved as the first run-through pro-

gressed. They will also be asking the rest 

of the children for feedback so that we 

can really hit the right note for this im-

portant assembly to highlight our core val-

ues and to celebrate the uniqueness of 

each child at St. Ebbe’s. Watch this space. 



Take some footballers, a Lego lover, and a kind person who loves art, 
And let them settle. 
Then sprinkle in kindness, care, some swimmers, and a curious, caring cat-lover. 
 
Then remove, hatred, bullying and unkindness, 
Add a couple of calm, kind artists, a family-oriented horse rider, and a kind family 
lover. 
Blend in some video games and games with friends, then stir vigorously. 
 
Mix some French, Italians, Irish, and Lebanese, 
With some Spanish, Albanians and Chinese, 
 
 
Then take a blend of Kenyans, Syrians, and Brazilians, 
And add some Jamaicans and Indians, 
Combine with some Scottish, Welsh, English and Germans. 
And turn up the heat 
  
Crunch in some dashings of tasty food with some happy llamas,  
Together with some families, 
 
And add some athletics, cricket, benchball, dodgeball, badminton and rugby, 
To some basketball, tennis, rounders, volleyball, netball, swimming and crazy crazy 
golf, 
Then add to the melting pot and cha, cha, cha! 
 
Leave the ingredients to simmer. 
  
Put some gaming in the mix with some laughter, 
Pour in some sweet students with some happy dogs, 
And pour in some television. 
  
As they mix and blend, allow them to combine and create friendships, 
Binding them together with learning, go-karting and some wind. 
  
Allow time to be cool 
  
Add some unity, understanding, and respect for the future, 
Serve to year 6 with some justice, 
And enjoy. 
  
Note: All the ingredients are equally important. Treating one ingredient better than 
another will leave a bitter, unpleasant taste. 
  
Warning: An unequal spread of justice will damage the class and cause pain. Give 
justice and equality to all. 
 

A recipe for Amazon Class  



Year 2 (Pangani Class) Maths 
We often share photos and stories about learning mathematics at St. Ebbe’s. This 

is because the way that we teach this incredible subject has dramatically changed 

in the last 10 years. For me, and I suspect many of you, mathematics was all 

about procedures and remembering facts, often leading us to believe that we are 

either a ‘maths person’ or not. Alarmingly, this is especially true for girls. These 

days we teach maths using concrete materials and images which help children to 

fully conceptualise their learning. Whilst remembering some mathematical facts 

is undoubtedly a useful skill (e.g. learning times tables), there are many other 

aspects of mathematics that are truly amazing and awe-inspiring. Most im-

portantly we model and teach children that ‘Everyone Can’ learn mathematics.  

There is a handy fact-sheet written by Stanford Professor, Jo Boaler, upon whose 

work much of our approach is based. Please visit the mathematics section of our 

website to read this and for more information about how you can help in our mis-

sion to ensure that everyone can be successful at maths.  

https://st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk/mathematics-2/supporting-maths-at-home/


Parent/Carer Survey 2022 
Thank you once again for taking the time to complete our annual survey. We had 157 responses, representing a significant 

proportion of our community. The survey was packed full of wonderful feedback which we were able to share with staff on 

our Monday INSET (In-Service Training). This gave them a real boost at the start of the year so we are very grateful. You also 

gave us some very useful and constructive feedback which I have grouped into significant themes below. Some of our rou-

tines were significantly disrupted by the pandemic and significant levels of child and adult absence and we are now hopeful 

of a smoother school year with fewer changes. 

If you don’t feel that your feedback has been responded to here, please do contact me as it may need further discussion 

than I can represent here. If your feedback was specifically related to your child, please contact their class teacher.  

Theme Feedback Response 

Communi-

cation 

Provide paper copies of dates lists 

Put dates in the diary at least 1 month 

ahead 

Keep dates and times the same once 

communicated 

Ease of communication with teachers 

Parents being allowed in Year R/1 

classrooms at drop-off 

We have created a Big Dates list with all whole school events (e.g. Sports Day, Carol 

Concert) set. All dates involving parents that we know of are set for this term. We 

will only change dates or times if we have absolutely no other option (e.g. staff 

sickness). We will send you a paper copy for the fridge ASAP! 

We have invited you all to a Classroom Drop-In on 27th September to meet the 

teacher. You are all welcome, now that pandemic restrictions are no longer in 

place, to see teachers before or after school or make and appointment for a 

meeting/phone call via the office email.  

Experience and observation of how children settle has taught us that dropping chil-

dren off at the door of the classroom leads to a smoother transition between home 

and school. You are welcome to play with your child in the play area until the regis-

ter is taken at 8:55am. With classes of up to 30 children, it can also make the start 

of the day very busy and chaotic if there are lots of people packed in. If you would 

like to see the classroom, please do pop in at the end of the day after the children 

have been dismissed; your child’s class teacher will be very happy to welcome you. 

Homework Set any homework on the same day 

Prepare Year 6 children for secondary 

school 

Details of our Homework Policy can be found on our website here. Please do have a 

read to help you understand our approach. If you feel that what is being sent home 

doesn’t align with the policy please let us know. The most important ‘homework’ 

that can be done throughout primary school is reading with your child as much as 

possible and learning times tables. These really help your child to progress with 

other aspects of academic progress. Year 6 will now be set a regular piece of inde-

pendent learning to complete which will increase gradually across the year. 

Food Too many sugary snacks and cakes 

Photos of school dinners 

We have stipulated on our website that children must bring a healthy snack. Also 

we will no longer be allowing cakes and sweets for children’s birthdays. If you 

would like to mark your child’s birthday with their class, please do send in a book 

for the classroom. We are also looking at alternatives to ice pops due to the sugar 

content and packaging.  

Feedback 

on progress 

Parents need more information about 

children’s progress 

We absolutely agree and this is a key part of our School Improvement Plan this 

year. We are keen to ensure that the information we provide you with is helpful is 

reflective of your child’s wide range of abilities and passions and is as motivational 

for the child as it is informative for you. We will be asking you for your views as we 

develop our approach.  

Learning 

Exhibitions 

Timings are sometimes difficult. 

Would like to see more of the chil-

dren’s learning and classroom 

Many of our Learning Exhibitions are planned to take place in the classrooms this 

term. You are welcome to look at other books when you visit. We have put the 

exhibitions at the end of and slightly beyond the end of the school day. 

https://st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk/learning-at-home-2/
https://st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk/food-snacks-and-lunches/


Big Dates List 
Event Date & Time Details 

Term 1 Starts Tuesday 6th September 

2022 

Term starts at 8:40am 

Jeans for Genes Friday 23rd September As many of our community as possible to wear 

jeans today and bring a cash donation for our col-

lection on the gate. 

Parent Open Afternoon Tuesday 27th September Parents/carers opportunity to visit classroom and 

meet teachers & TAs 

Harvest Festival Tuesday 18th October 

9:30am 

Families are invited to St. Matthew’s Church for our 

Harvest Festival 

School Closed – INSET Day Friday 7th October 2022 School closed for staff training 

Year 5 Trip to Hill End for Ro-

man Day 

Tuesday 11th October All day 

Year 3-4 Roman Day at Hill 

End 

10th – 17th October Yangtze – 10th All Day Thames – 12th All Day 

Danube – 17th All Day 

Parent Learning Reviews w/b Monday 21st Novem-

ber 3:30pm-7pm 

Parents to book 15-minute meeting with child’s 

class teacher via Arbor 

Term 1 Ends Friday 21st October Term ends at 3pm 

Term 2 Starts Monday 31st October Term starts at 8:40am 

Individual Photos DATE TBC Tempest photographer here to take photographs of 

children 

YR/1 Cinderella Pantomime DATE TBC Oxford Playhouse 

Year R/1 Learning Exhibition Thursday 1st December 

2:00pm-3:30pm 

You are invited to the Year R/1 classrooms to see 

what your children have been learning 

Year 2 Learning Exhibition Tuesday 8th November 

2:00pm-3:30pm 

You are invited to the Year 2 classrooms to see 

what your children have been learning 

Year 3/4 Learning Exhibition Friday 25th November 

2:00pm-3:30-pm 

You are invited to the hall to see what your chil-

dren have been learning 

Year 5 Learning Exhibition Friday 2nd December 

2:00 – 3:30pm 

You are invited to the hall to see what your chil-

dren have been learning 

Year 6 Learning Exhibition Monday 12th December 

3:00pm - 4:00pm 

You are invited to the Year 6 classrooms to see 

what your children have been learning 

Year 2 Nativity Tuesday 6th December 

2022 1:30pm-2:30pm 

Families are invited to watch the Year 2 Nativity 

Year 2 Nativity Wednesday 7th December 

1.30pm-2.30pm 

Families are invited to watch the Year 2 Nativity 

Year 4 to Christchurch Cathe-

dral 

TBC Families are invited to watch the Christingle Ser-

vice at Christchurch Cathedral 

Reception vision screening  TBC   

Year 5 & 6 

Creation Theatre Trip 

Wednesday 14th Decem-

ber 2022 

Morning out and packed lunch on return 

Christmas Lunch and Santa Thurs 15th December 

2022 

Santa is booked to visit each class. Children can 

also sign up for a Christmas Lunch. 

Carol Concert Tues 20th Dec 9:30am Families are invited to St. Matthew’s Church 

Term 2 Ends Tuesday 20th December 

1:15pm 

Term ends at 1:15pm 

School Closed – INSET day Wednesday 4th January   

Term 3 Starts Thursday 5th January 2023 Term starts at 8:40am 



Oxfordshire Youth is delivering an online Mental Health Awareness Session specifically for Parents and 
Carers of children and young people. The sessions are FREE for Oxfordshire residents. 

Our Mental Health Awareness Training for parents and carers aims to aid understanding of relevant top-
ics surrounding young people's mental health today. The training also explores how parents/carers can 
talk to their young people about the struggles around ill mental health and where they can seek support.  

Please share the link below for the parents and carers in your school to sign up:  

4th October: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/an-online-mental-health-awareness-session-for-parents-and-carers-
tickets-296940455897 
In order for parents and carers to receive their ticket for free, please inform them to use the first part 
of their postcode as the promo code in capital letters (e.g: OX4).    

The training sessions lasts just over 1.5 hours and include presentations and group work, providing the 
opportunity to speak with other parents and carers about young people's mental health.  

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Amy O’Brien on 
amy.obrien@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Mental Health Awareness Session 

Messy Church 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/an-online-mental-health-awareness-session-for-parents-and-carers-tickets-296940455897
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/an-online-mental-health-awareness-session-for-parents-and-carers-tickets-296940455897
mailto:amy.obrien@oxfordshire.gov.uk


Please wear jeans on  

Friday 23rd September 



On Thursday 8th September Ox-

fordshire County Council approved 

a proposal to make the current Ex-

perimental Traffic Restriction Or-

der (ETRO) permanent and to in-

stall ANPR cameras to enforce the 

restriction. This is the final stage in 

making our School Street perma-

nent. We understand that revised 

signage and ANPR cameras will be 

installed at the junction of White House Road and Marlborough Road before 

the half term holiday and the permanent scheme will become operational from 

the beginning of Term 2 (Monday 31st October). Until half term volunteer stew-

ards will continue to operate the School Street barrier using the current exemp-

tion list.  

We will write to parents as soon as possible with details of how to apply to the 

County Council for inclusion on their “White List” of cars that will be allowed to 

drive into the School Street at drop-off and pick-up times.  

School Streets Update 



A note from Mrs Farr  
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

It’s the end of our first week back and, as you will see from the photographs, we’ve 

had a lot of fun learning together.  

A highlight of our week was our new Celebration Assembly. Prior to the pandemic, 

we ran a standard celebration whereby individual children received certificates. 

The format of our new assembly has been crafted by our Junior Leadership Team in 

consultation with children and staff. After much discussion, we felt that the previ-

ous format of our Celebration Assembly wasn’t inclusive of enough people with some children feeling left out if 

they hadn’t received a certificate for a long time despite trying their best. In line with our core value of 

‘Connection’, the eventual decision was that we could try celebrating what each class has achieved as a team relat-

ed to one or more of Curiosity, Courage and Connection. Someone from each class then volunteers to come to the 

front to share the class achievement with the whole school before displaying it on our ‘Values in Action’ tree. The 

second part of the assembly involves an invitation for children and staff to share their pas-

sions or demonstrate a skill either individually or as a team so that we can continue to 

learn more about each other. It will be entirely the children’s choice to participate or not. 

The Junior Leadership Team will eventually run this assembly, with me in the background, 

from start to finish and are keen to embrace feedback so that we can make it truly inclu-

sive and celebratory.  

Big Dates List 

Today you will receive a paper copy of our Big Dates list in response to suggestions in our Parent/Carer survey. We 

have tried to put in as many dates as possible that will be fixed unless there are exceptional circumstances. We 

would love you to be present at as many of these joyful community events as possible but understand that not eve-

ryone will be able to be at everything. All feedback continues to be welcome. 

Jeans for Geans 

Next Friday we will be taking part in Jeans for Genes Day. All chil-

dren need to do is wear jeans for the day and bring a cash dona-

tion if at all possible.   

All of Us 

We are now at the end of our All of Us project. As the final part, 

we ask that you complete this short form to ensure that we have 

as much information as possible about each of our unique individ-

uals. This really helps us to tailor provision and build those all es-

sential strong relationships. Thank you.  

May I wish you a peaceful weekend and Monday. 

Warm wishes, 

Tina  

 

https://www.jeansforgenes.org/
https://forms.office.com/r/wFUF6ziBvr

