
The Weekly Ebbesentials 
25th November 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

A busy week here with our Learning Reviews and a won-
derful Learning Exhibition from Years 3 and 4. Also Year 6 
have had a talk from Andrew Turnbull about climbing as 
well as their Junior Citizen experience at the Fire Station.  

In this week’s newsletter: 

• What is Worth Striving For? Y3/4 Learning Exhibition 

• Year 6 at Junior Citizen 

• This week at Forest School 

• Year 6 Junior Citizens 

• An interview with … Ren 

• Red Carpet Assembly 

• St. Ebbe’s Christmas Fete Friday 9th December 

• Big dates list including SESA events  

Have a wonderful weekend, 

Warm wishes,  

Tina   

Thank you for taking the time to come 

to our Learning Reviews. Please may 

we ask you to complete this short 

feedback survey 

so we can evalu-

ate the effective-

ness of these 

meetings? 

Thank you 

Attendance—Myth Buster 

Attendance figures at St. Ebbe’s are 1% below the 

current National Average. lower This is something 

that we must work on as a community.  

During the pandemic, we asked you to keep your 

children at home if they had even a slight tempera-

ture. We are no longer required to do this. In addi-

tion, you may not know that we can administer Cal-

pol/Ibuprofen if you give us permission.  If you 

need us to administer medicine please see Jo or 

Monica at the school office. Please do not give 

medicine to your child’s teacher as they will not be 

able to accept it. Thank you. 

To check or keep track of your child’s attendance 
and punctuality you can log in to 
your Arbor account and click on the 
Attendance tab at the top of the 
page.  

Happy Thanksgiving to our families 

celebrating. We discussed in assem-

bly and hope that you have all had a 

lovely time and have a great week-

end. 

https://app.bouncetogether.co.uk/shrt/CCYFHESKUB
https://app.bouncetogether.co.uk/shrt/CCYFHESKUB


What is Worth Striving For? 
Years 3 and 4 have been asking the 

big question: What is worth striving 

for? Over the course of this term. 

With history as the central theme, 

the children have been learning how 

the Roman Empire came about, what 

motivated the Romans, how they 

lived. They have also learnt some 

Latin, made wonderful shields and 

learnt how to march like a Roman 

soldier. 



This week at Forest School 
Here are some more wonderful moments 

from Forest School. 

Despite the wind and rain, we were very 

glad to be back at our lovely Forest School 

site. Year 5 played team games, discussing 

tactics for capturing the flag and working 

out the best places for the camouflage 

game. Year 3/4 took a long walk around 

the meadows, used charcoal for face 

painting and writing, and discussed how 

the parasitic mistletoe on the poplars 

spreads from tree to tree. This week, hap-

py to be back on our much loved Forest 

School site, Year 5 baked Dampa bread on 

the communal fire and kept them burning. 

Year 3/4 went hunting for minibeasts, fun-

gi and lichens with their magnifiers and 

watched ‘Chubby’ the squirrel fattening up 

for the winter ahead. 



Y6 Junior Citizens 
For many years now Oxfordshire County Council Fire 

and Rescue Service has been running a two hour pro-

gramme for Year 6 children where they experience a 

variety of different safety scenarios from rivers to rail-

way tracks and how to recognise and respond to dan-

gers in the home environment. They practise calling 999 

and how to ask for a specific service as well as what to 

do if they are approached by an adult they don’t know. 

The programme is memorable and realistic, leaving the 

children more confident as to how to keep themselves 

safe in different scenarios.  



This week I was delighted to interview Ren of Seine Class 

who has recently experienced a lot of success in Karate. 

How long have you been learning Karate? 

Just for few months since I’ve been 6. 

What made you decide to start learning Karate? 

I once did boxing and I didn’t really like it so I tried anoth-

er form of self-defence. I chose Karate and I kind of like it. 

What do you like about it? 

I like punching the dummy. 

What is Karate? 

Karate means, ‘Open-Handed Fighting’. It’s fighting with-

out weapons.  

Tell me about your recent achievements. 

I got my yellow belt a month ago and then I won a medal 

in a competition a couple of weeks ago. 

What did you have to do for the competition? 

You have to fight someone who is a black belt! 

Really?! 

They don’t go hard on you! You have to fight a blue belt, a purple and a dummy. You have to do your 

‘Kata’ as well. 

Do you think you will keep learning Karate until you are grown up? 

Yes. There are three black belts you can get in England and I hope to get my last one in Japan. 

Could anyone learn Karate? 

Yes if they wanted to. 

 

Thank you Ren. I am sure you will inspire others with your passion for Karate. 

Ren has applied to show us his Karate skills during our Thursday Red Carpet assembly which we will look 

forward to! 

An interview with..Ren 



Red Carpet Celebration Assembly 

Our ‘Genius Ball’ is named from the 

Latin derivative of ‘genius’ as ‘the 

attendant spirit present from one’s 

birth. We take this to mean that we 

all have unique talents and passions 

that we can be curious about in 

relation to ourselves and oth-

ers. 

I know I say this every week but our JLT assembly was just brilliant AGAIN!  

This week Year 6 celebrated the courage they showed during their Junior 

Citizen experience. Year 5 chose courage in editing their writing and tak-

ing feedback from each other. Year 3/4 chose connection as they had 

drawn all their learning together for their exhibition. Year 2 chose courage 

because some children had accepted roles in the play they hadn’t neces-

sarily applied for and Congo class chose courage in trying to enjoy taking 

away as much as they love adding! As always a whole range of ways that 

children at St. Ebbe’s have been living our values this week. 

Happy Birthday to … Dollie, Jack,  

Elsie, Pablo, Cody and Leya. 

 

This week, Dea, Pielle, Hope, Maya, Dottie, Catherine, Diora and Samuela, sang 

Frere Jacque: in French and in a round which was brilliant and Stacey, who recent-

ly joined us from Ukraine, played the piano beautifully. Finally, Ayaan and Tyler 

gave a presentation about their artwork. Ayaan told the children that he had been 

drawing all his life and that he just lets his pencil do the work. He also said that 

anyone can draw and that they should just give it a go. Tyler said that he’d only 

recently started drawing, inspired by Ayaan, because he just thought, ‘why not 

give it a go,’ and that he was really enjoying it. There was barely a dry eye in the 

house as the children spoke from the heart about 

their passions. Ayaan was then inundated at break-

time with children wanting copies of his artwork to 

colour in. We love our new assembly! After Christ-

mas, we would like to welcome you to join us, if you 

would like to at 10:15am each Thursday.  





We love our volunteer readers at St. Ebbe’s. Some come directly from 

our community and others come through the ARCH Scheme. Either 

way, it means that children who need extra help or a bit of a confi-

dence boost with their reading are well supported as well as building 

trusting relationships with kind adults. 





Big Dates List 
Event  Date & Time  Details  

Year R/1 Learning Exhibition   Thursday 1st December  
2:15pm-3.00pm   

You are invited to the Year R/1 classrooms to see 
what your children have been learning  

Year R/1 Jack and the Bean-
stalk  

Friday 2nd December  The Hobgoblin Theatre Company visit St Ebbe’s  

Year 5 Learning Exhibition  Friday 2nd December  
2:00 – 3:30pm  

You are invited to the hall to see what your chil-
dren have been learning  

St. Ebbe’s Christmas Fair  Friday 9th December 3pm-
6pm  

Come and get all Christmassy with us on our 
school playground.  

Year 6 Learning Exhibition  Monday 12th December  
3:00pm - 4:00pm  

You are invited to the Year 6 classrooms to see 
what your children have been learning  

Year 2 Nativity  Tuesday 6th December 
2022  

Families are invited to watch the Year 2 Nativity  

Year 2 Nativity  Wednesday 7th December  
1.30pm-2.30pm  

Families are invited to watch the Year 2 Nativity  

Year 4 to Christchurch Cathe-
dral  

Tuesday 6th December 
10:30am  

Families are invited to watch the Christingle Ser-
vice at Christchurch Cathedral  

Year 5 & 6  
Creation Theatre Trip   

Wednesday 14th Decem-
ber   

Morning out and packed lunch on return  

Christmas Lunch and Santa 
Visit  

Thurs 15th December   Santa is booked to visit each class. Children can 
also sign up for a Christmas Lunch.  

Carol Concert  Tues 20th December  
9:30am – 10:15am  

Families are invited to St. Matthew’s Church  

Term 2 Ends  Tuesday 20th December 
1:15pm  

Term ends at 1:15pm  

School Closed – INSET day  Wednesday 4th January    

Term 3 Starts  Thursday 5th January 
2023  

Term starts at 8:40am  


