
GEOGRAPHY: Knowledge Progression and Overview 

“There is no subject in the school curriculum so many-sided as Geography, and none of more practical value. It teaches history, literature, travel, business, and, indeed, every 

phase of the everyday life of everybody, and its teaching in the schools ought to be of that vitality which characterizes the study itself.”  ~ Melville Dozier, 1919 

 

Intent: Our geography curriculum has been created to inspire our pupils' curiosity about their immediate environment, the city and country they live in; along with a deeper 
understanding of the wider world and the role they can play within it. Our teaching should give them the courage to explore our diverse planet and make connections with new 
people and their cultures and between the human and natural processes, which shape the environment. Through their study of diverse people and places, children will have 
multiple opportunities to practise compassion and to investigate the myriad of solutions that humans have created to solve the physical and human problems of the world.  
As our pupils' progress through the school, they will develop their skills as Geographers; mapping the world around them, using different resources to investigate and 
understand the physical processes that have taken place over time which have changed the planet and continue to do so. As curious learners, they should ask informed 
questions about the diverse people, places and processes of our world, building upon existing knowledge and always maintain a sense of wonder about the planet. 

 

KS1 National Curriculum KS2 National Curriculum 

Location Knowledge 
Pupils should be able to name and locate the world’s 7 continents and 5 oceans. 
Pupils should be able to name, locate and identify characteristics of the 4 countries and capital 
cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas. 

Comparing Places Knowledge 
Pupils should be able to understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the 
human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a 
contrasting non-European country. 

Human and Physical Geography 
Pupils should be able to identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and 
the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South 
Poles 
Pupils should be able to use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 
key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, 
valley, vegetation, season and weather 
key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and 
shop 
Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 
Pupils can use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as 
well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage 
Pupils can use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and 
directional language to describe the location of features and routes on a map. 
Pupils can use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human 
and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key 
Pupils can use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and 
its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment. 
 

Locational Knowledge 
Pupils can locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and 
North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities. 
Pupils can name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their 
identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts 
and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time. 
Pupils can identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones (including day and night). 

Comparing Places Knowledge 
Pupils can understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical 
geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region in North or South 
America. 

Human and Physical Geography 
Pupils can describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle. 
Pupils can describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement and land 
use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water. 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 
Pupils can use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied. 
Pupils can use the 8 points of a compass, 4 and 6-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use 
of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world. 
Pupils can use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the 
local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 
 

 



 

 

Projects by year group 

Reception/ EYFS 

• What makes me who I am?  

• What makes a happy planet?  

• Who has the right to share their knowledge?  

• Does everything deserve kindness?  

• Does everyone deserve kindness?  

• How can we help others find the beauty in our 
wonderful world? 

Year 1 

• Is there such thing as a good or bad person? 

• What does a planet need to support life? 

• How do stories shape what we think? 

Year 2 

• How have humans conquered the air? 

• Is fire the most important discovery humankind ever made? 

• Is water the most precious thing on the planet? 

Year 3 

• Can we future-proof our planet? 

•  (History of Grandpont/Bangladesh) 

• What do humans need? (Stoneage) 

• Do we need plants to survive and 
thrive? (Mayan) 

Year 4 

• What is worth striving for? (Romans) 

• Do we have the power to change the 
world? (Environment/History of 
Oxford)) 

• Why do people move? (History of 
Oxford/Anglo Saxons) 

 

Year 5 

• Do our beliefs shape our actions? 
(Ancient Egypt) 

• Why do people need rights? 
(Victorians) 

• Can one person make a difference 
(Plastics) 

Year 6 

• Is success the same for everyone? 
(Everest) 

• What are the consequences of human 
endeavour? (Galapagos) 

• What is the best way to lead? 
(Benin/history of UK politics) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Location Knowledge: Local Area 

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 

Us An 
alien 

Mary 
Anning 

The 
Slug 

The 
Wolf 

A Polar 
Bear 

The Troll and the 
Giant 

Six aliens Villagers of Little Ebbes James Sadler 
Montgolfier bros 

Thomas Farrinor The Masai 

Our 
school 

 Dorset 
Coast 

Local 
area 

 7 
continents 

Oxford – Rivers & 
Bridges 

 Local Area Oxford/France 
North America 

London East Africa 

Find the EYU classroom on a map of the school 
 
Find Oxford on a map 
 
That London is the capital city of the UK 
 

What does a planet need to support life? 
Find St. Ebbe’s School and my house on a map and aerial photos of the 
local area 
Oxford is a city that is about 1,110 years old and where it is located on a 
map 
Oxford is in a country called Oxfordshire 

Is water the most precious thing on the planet? 
Use maps and aerial photos of the school grounds and Grandpont to 
identify community features such as buildings, playgrounds, fields, 
vegetation and land-use and features from our vision picture 
 
 

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Bangladeshi 
man 

Marcel Ravidat Tecun Uman Septimus 
Serverus 

 Blue/Refugee Hatshepsut Victorian 
child 

Inuit Elder Mallory & 
Irvine 
Local heroes 

Darwin 
Huxley 

Eware the 
Great 

Grandpont 
Bangladesh 

France/Western 
Europe 

South America Rome 
S. Europe 

 Oxford 
(History) 

Syria/Ukraine 

Egypt/ 
N. Africa 

London 
British 
industrial 
cities/Oxford 

Arctic Circle Oxford 
South Asia 

Oxford 
South 
America 

West Africa 
Caribbean  

Can we future-proof our planet? 
 
Find Grandpont on a map of Oxford 
Find Grandpont on a map of Oxfordshire 
 
Select geographical knowledge from this excellent site by 
Liz Woolley (local historian) Link to History KP grid. Know 
significant local landmarks, street names, schools, 
football ground 
https://www.southoxfordhistory.org.uk/ 

What is worth striving for? 
What was in our local area during Roman 
times? 
 
Do we have the power to change the world? 

Name the counties that surround Oxfordshire 
(Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Warwickshire, 
Wiltshire, Gloucestershire, 
Northamptonshire) 
Identify traffic-free zones on map of Oxford 
and future plans 
 
Why do people move? 
The river Thames at the original oxen forde 
site splits into many channels and was 
shallow and easy to cross on foot, enabling 
people, goods and animals from the Midlands 
to pass to the South and vice versa (now the 
A34). This crossed an east-west route from 
London to West Country and South Wales 
(now A40). 
 
 

Why do people need rights? (Victorians)  

Identify landmarks/buildings in Oxford that 

grew as a result of the Industrial Revolution 

Is success the same for everyone? 

Locate Oxford Colleges on a map of the city 

https://www.southoxfordhistory.org.uk/


 

Location Knowledge: United Kingdom 

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 

Us An 
alien 

Mary 
Anning 

The 
Slug 

The 
Wolf 

A Polar 
Bear 

The Troll and 
the Giant 

Six aliens Villagers of Little 
Ebbes 

James Sadler 
Mongolfier bros 

Thomas 
Farrinor 

The Masai 

Our 
school 

 Dorset 
Coast 

Local 
area 

 7 
continents 

Oxford – 
Rivers & 
Bridges 

 Local Area Oxford/France 
North America 

London East Africa 

Find Dorset and Oxford on a map 
Find London on a map 
London is the capital city of the UK 
Find the UK on a globe 
Recognise the UK flag 
The UK is made up of four countries: England, Wales, Scotland 
and Northern Island 

Name and locate England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Island (United 
Kingdom) 
The capital cities of each UK country are: London, Cardiff, Edinburgh and 
Belfast  
Identify the Union Jack flag and its component parts 
The names of the seas around the UK are: Atlantic Ocean, North Sea, English 
Channel, Irish Sea and Celtic Sea 

Is fire the most important discovery humankind ever made? 
Find London in relation to Oxford on a map 
That London is approximately 60 miles from Oxford 
Find Australia on a map 
The names of the capital cities of each UK country are: 
London, Cardiff, Edinburgh and Belfast flags, and the patron 
saints and flags of each 

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Bangladeshi 
man 

Marcel Ravidat Tecun Uman Septimus 
Serverus 

 Blue/Refugee Hatshepsut Victorian 
child 

Inuit Elder Mallory & 
Irvine 

Darwin 
Huxley 

Eware the 
Great 

Grandpont 
Bangladesh 

France/Western 
Europe 

South America Rome 
S. Europe 

 Oxford 
Syria/Ukraine 

Egypt/ 
N. Africa 

London 
British 
industrial 
cities 

Arctic Circle Oxford 
South Asia 

Oxford 
South 
America 

West Africa 
Caribbean  

Can we future-proof our planet? 
Name the counties that surround Oxfordshire (Berkshire, 
Buckinghamshire, Warwickshire, Wiltshire, Gloucestershire, 
Northamptonshire) 
Lynmouth  
The river Lyn flows from Exmoor, Somerset to Lynmouth, 
Devon 

The Anglo-Saxon name Lynmouth means 'town on the torrent' 
Lynmouth flooded on 15th August 1952 

A flood overflow area was built above Maybridge 
What do humans need? 
Avebury Stone Circle –Wiltshire, UK – the largest megalithic 
stone circle in the world 
Stone Henge – Wiltshire, England - the best-known prehistoric 
monument in Europe 
Vezere Valley  
Lascaux –France 
Famous paintings found here are about 18,000 years old 
Scara Brae 
a stone-built Neolithic settlement, located in the Orkney 
region in Scotland.  

What is worth striving for? 

Locate Hadrian’s wall on map 

Locate the main areas of Roman occupation on 

a map 

Locate the main Roman cities on a map 

Know how London got its name – Londinium  
 

Do we have the power to change the world? 

 
Oxford is in Oxfordshire 
There are 92 counties in the UK 
 
Why do people move? 
How Oxford got its name – Oxenforde 
Name the main areas of Anglo-Saxon England 
(Celts, Northumbria, Mercia, Wessex, Essex, 
Sussex, East Anglia, Kent)  
England means ‘Angle-Land’ 
 

Why do people need rights? 

Name the 10 largest cities of the UK: (London, 
Birmingham, Glasgow, Liverpool, Bristol, 
Manchester, Sheffield, Leeds, Edinburgh, 
Leicester) and link to Industrial growth 
 

 

 

Is success the same for everyone? 

There are 92 counties in the UK 

 

Name the counties that surround Oxfordshire 
(Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Warwickshire, 
Wiltshire, Gloucestershire, Northamptonshire) 
 
Name the 10 largest cities of the UK: (London, 
Birmingham, Glasgow, Liverpool, Bristol, 
Manchester, Sheffield, Leeds, Edinburgh, 
Leicester) and link to Industrial growth 
 
Name the counties that the 10 largest cities are 
in 
 



Maiden Castle - Iron Age hillfort in Europe in Dorset, England. 
It was built around 100 BC and once protected hundreds of 
residents.  
 

Name and locate the seas of the United 
Kingdom: Irish Sea, North Sea, Celtic Sea, 
English Channel, Atlantic 

 

Location Knowledge: The Wider World 

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 

Us An 
alien 

Mary 
Annin
g 

The 
Slug 

The 
Wolf 

A 
Polar 
Bear 

The Troll and the 
Giant 

Six aliens Villagers of Little 
Ebbes 

James Sadler 
Montgolfier bros 

Thomas Farrinor The Masai 

Our 
school 

 Dorset 
Coast 

Local 
area 

 7 
contin
ents 

Oxford – Rivers & 
Bridges 

 Local Area Oxford/France 
North America 

London East Africa - Kenya 

Name our class river, the country it is located in  
Find our class river on a map 
 
Name and locate the North and South Pole on a globe 
and link significant animals – polar bears/penguins 
 
There are 7 continents 
 
 

Name our class river, the country(ies) it is located in and its length 
Find our class river on a map. 
Name and find the rivers of our previous classes 
 
There are 7 continents and their names and the North and South 
Pole (link significant animals, plants, cities, famous people, 
landscapes and buildings to projects and stories) 
There are 5 oceans and their names (link to projects and stories) 
The equator is an imaginary line around the Earth, dividing it into 
two equal parts, exactly between the North and South Pole 
Locate areas studied on a map in relation to Oxford 
Krakow is a city in Poland, it used to be the nation’s capital city.  
China is a large country in East Asia 
There are 8 billion people in the world 
1.4 billion people live in China 

Name our class river, the country(ies) it is located in and its length 
Find our class river on a map. 
Name and find the rivers of our previous classes 
Name the 7 continents 
There are 195 countries in the world 
There are almost 8 billion people living in the world 
There are 5 oceans and their names (link to projects and stories) 
There are 44 countries in Europe 
The European countries nearest to the UK are: Ireland, France, Belgium and the 
Netherlands and locate these on a map 
Locate France, Dakota, Kenya on a map in relation to Oxford 
United States of America (USA): a country in North America.  It is made up of 50 
states. Its capital city is Washington DC.  New York is another famous city in the 
USA. 
England: a country in Europe (where we live). Its capital city is London. 
France: a country in Europe.  Its capital city  
is Paris. 
Italy: a country in Europe.  The capital city is  
Rome.  Venice is an important port in Italy  
and is known for its canals which are used instead of roads. 
China: a country in Asia. The capital city of China is Beijing. 
Australia:  The capital city is Canberra. One of Australia's most 
famous landmarks is the Sydney Opera House in the city of Sydney. 

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5  Year 6 

Bangladeshi 
man 

Marcel 
Ravidat 

Tecun Uman Septimus 
Serverus 

 Blue/Refug
ee 

Hatshepsu
t 

Victorian 
child 

Inuit Elder Mallory & 
Irvine Local 
heroes 

Darwin 
Huxley 

Eware the Great 

Grandpont 
Bangladesh 

France/West
ern Europe 

South 
America 

Rome 
S. Europe 

 Oxford 
Syria/Ukrai

ne 

Egypt/ 
N. Africa 

London Arctic Circle Oxford 
South Asia 

Oxford 
South America 

West Africa 
Caribbean  



British 
industrial 

cities 

Name our class river, the country(ies) it is 
located in, its length and any major cities it 
passes through 
Find our class river on a map. 
Name and find the rivers of our previous 
classes 
 
There are 195 countries in the world 
 
Do we need art and why? 
Name and locate the Western European 
countries near to the UK: Spain, Switzerland, 
Germany, Belgium, Finland, Iceland, Portugal, 
Ireland and Italy and locate these on a map 
Can we future-proof our planet? 
Locate Bangladesh on map 
Name the rivers in Bangladesh 
Bangladesh is country in South Asia.  
The capital of Bangladesh is Dhaka.  
Bangladesh is prone to flooding 
due to: urbanisation, monsoons, low-
lying land, deforestation, melt-water from 
the Himalayas. 
 
Find the equator, northern hemisphere, 
southern hemisphere  
 
Do we need plants to survive and thrive? 
The Mayan civilisation was founded in Central 
America, which used to be known as 
Mesoamerica. Mayan cities were found in 
countries which we now know as Mexico, 
Honduras, El Salvador and Guatemala. 
This area of the world is characterised by 
rainforest and mountainous areas. 
 

Name our class river, the country(ies) it is 
located in, its length and any major cities it 
passes through 
Find our class river on a map. 
Name and find the rivers of our previous 
classes 
 
Do we have the power to change the world? 

Name and locate the Western European 
countries near to the UK: Spain, Switzerland, 
Germany, Belgium, Finland, Iceland, 
Portugal, Ireland and Italy and locate these 
on a map 
Locate Freiburg – Germany on a map 
 
 
 

Why do people move? 

Name and locate the European countries of 
Poland, Czech Republic, Austria, Hungary, 
Greece, Bulgaria, Ukraine 
 
Name and locate the countries that Anglo-
Saxons originated from: Denmark, Germany, 
The Netherlands, Norway, Sweden 

On a globe, identify the Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere and Southern Hemisphere and 
tropics of Capricorn and Cancer and describe 
why they are significant  

Name our class river, the country(ies) it is located 
in, its length and any major cities it passes 
through 
Find our class river on a map. 
Name and find the rivers of our previous classes 
 
Do our beliefs shape our actions? 
Egypt is a country in the continent of Africa and 
its border countries are Sudan, Libya, Israel and 
the Gaza Strip 
The capital cities of Egypt, Sudan, Libya, Israel and 
the Gaza Strip 
The River Nile flows from south to north through 
East Africa. 
The River Nile is the longest river in the world at 
6600 km 
It begins in Lake Victoria (Uganda, Tanzania and 
Kenya) and flows to the Mediterranean Sea 
 

Name our class river, the country(ies) it is located in, its 
length and any major cities it passes through 
Find our class river on a map. 
Name and find the rivers of our previous classes 
 
Is success the same for everyone? 
Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, 
the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including 
day and night) 
 
Name and locate the major countries and cities of Asia – 
Nepal, China, India, Japan 
Know the population of the 10 largest countries in the 
world 
 
Locate countries studied so far in KS2 relation to one 
another and with regard to the tropics 
 
What are the consequences of human endeavour? 
 
Name and locate the major cities of North America and the 

major cities and countries of South America (Argentina, 

Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Falkland Islands 

(UK), French Guiana, Galapagos Islands) Guyana, Paraguay, 

Peru, Suriname, Uruguay, Venezuela 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Field Work and Map Skills 

  
EYFS 

Year 1 Year 2 

 
Us 

An 
alien 

Mary 
Anning 

The 
Slug 

The 
Wolf 

A Polar Bear The Troll and the 
Giant 

Six aliens Villagers of Little Ebbes James Sadler 
Montgolfier bros 

Thomas Farrinor The Masai 

Our 
school 

 Dorset 
Coast 

Local 
area 

 7 continents Oxford – Rivers & 
Bridges 

 Local Area Oxford/France 
North America 

London East Africa 
Oxford 

What makes a happy planet? 
A map is a visual representation of an area of land or sea 
showing physical features, cities, roads etc 
 
Exploration is the action of exploring an unfamiliar area 
 

Concept of aerial perspective: draw objects from the side and 
above and discuss the differences.  
Draw plans (aerial views) of objects arranged on a desk or the 
floor, looking down from above 
Use a plan of the classroom, constructed with a basic key, to 
locate and retrieve objects 
Language such as ‘next to’, ‘far from’, ‘behind’, ‘under’ etc can 
help describe where things are in relation to each other  
Give directions using left, right, forwards and backwards and 
number of steps to find items in class and around school  
 
Orientate and read a simple map of the school and use NSEW to 
describe where things are in relation to each other 
 
Create a simple map of my classroom with a key 
 
Use fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of 
the local area (Grandpont and the river) 
 
 
 

Orientate and read a simple map of the local area and use NSEW to 
describe where things are in relation to each other  
 
Look at maps of London during the 1600s and compare to now 
 
Locate Baker Street on a map of London in relation to Oxford 
 
Create and read a map of the school and grounds using basic symbols 
and a key  
 
Discuss where things are in relation to each other and how to navigate 
around the school grounds using the points of the compass: NSEW 
 
Use fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of the 
local area (Grandpont and the river) 

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Bangladeshi 
man           

Marcel Ravidat Tecun Uman Septimus 
Serverus 

 Blue/Refugee Hatshepsut Victorian 
child 

Inuit Elder Mallory & 
Irvine 

Darwin 
Huxley 

Eware the 
Great 

Grandpont 
Bangladesh 

France/Western 
Europe 

South America Rome 
S. 
Europe 

 Oxford 
Syria/Ukraine 

Egypt/ 
N. Africa 

London 
British 
industrial 
cities 

Arctic Circle Oxford 
South Asia 

Oxford 
South 
America 

West Africa 
Caribbean  

Draw a map of the local area using basic symbols 
and a key  
 
Use 8 points of compass to navigate around school  

Draw a map of Grandpont, including features from 
our vision picture and children’s route to school  
 

Look at aerial/satellite maps of Oxford during 
the Industrial revolution and identify features 
that have stayed the same and changed 
compared to now 

Locate South American Countries, Easter 
Island and the Galapagos islands, Everest and 
other areas studied with a 6-figure grid 
reference and digital mapping  



Use simple co-ordinate grid to locate local places 
from our vision map (H) 
 
Introduce scale (e.g. 50 paces = 5 cm)  and use this 
to navigate the local area  
 
Use 4-figure grid references to locate areas studied 
in the UK 

Use 4-figure grid references to locate areas studied 
in our local area/Oxford 
 
Use 4-figure grid references to locate areas studied 
in the UK  

 
Locate countries studied with a 6-figure grid 
reference and digital mapping  
 
Locate areas of Oxford with a 6-figure grid 
reference, eight points of the compass, six-
figure grid references and keys 
 
Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and 
present human and physical features in the local 
area using a range of methods – sketch maps, 
plans and graphs.  
 
 
 

 
 
Locate North American countries with a 6-
figure-gird reference and digital mapping 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Physical Geography: Weather and Time Zones, Physical Landscapes 

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 

Us An 
alien 

Mary 
Anning 

The 
Slug 

The 
Wolf 

A Polar Bear The Troll and the 
Giant 

Six aliens Villagers of Little 
Ebbes 

James Sadler 
Montgolfier bros 

Thomas Farrinor The Masai 

Our 
school 

 Dorset 
Coast 

Local 
area 

 7 continents Oxford – Rivers & 
Bridges 

 Local Area Oxford/France 
North America 

London East Africa 

Use Google Earth to explore the physical characteristics of each place 
studied at the start of each project 
 
Who has the right to share their knowledge? 
The Jurassic Coast was formed 185 million years ago 
How can we help others find the beauty in our wonderful world? 
What the weather is like during different seasons in Oxford  
What the weather is like at the North and South Pole 
Talk about how habitats from around the world are different to each 
other 
 
 

Use Google Earth to explore the physical characteristics of 
each place studied at the start of each project 
 
What the weather is like during different seasons in the four 
countries of the UK in relation to other countries studied 
 
What the main physical features of Oxford are 
 
Identify and describe some geographical differences 
between England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland 
 
What does a planet need to support life? 
Compare different habitats from around the world and 
highlight the characteristics which support life (desert, 
mountain, polar, rainforest) 
Rainforests are generally found near the equator because 
this is where there is the most sunlight 

Use Google Earth to explore the physical characteristics of each 
place studied at the start of each project 
 
Is water the most precious thing on the planet? 
What the weather is like in Kenya and the challenges this brings to 
the people of Kakuma 
What a time zone is and the time difference between the UK and 
relevant countries including Kenya 
What the main physical features of Oxford and Kakuma, Kenya and 
how they are different 
The River Thames and its tributaries and uses 

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Bangladeshi 
man 

Marcel Ravidat Tecun Uman Septimus 
Serverus 

 Blue/Refugee Hatshepsut Victorian 
child 

Inuit Elder Mallory & 
Irvine 

Darwin 
Huxley 

Eware the Great 

Grandpont 
Bangladesh 

France/Western 
Europe 

South America Rome 
S. 
Europe 

 Oxford 
Syria/Ukraine 

Egypt/ 
N. Africa 

London 
British 
industrial 
cities 

Arctic Circle Oxford 
South Asia 

Oxford 
South 
America 

West Africa 
Caribbean  



Use Google Earth to explore the physical 
characteristics of each place studied at the start of 
each project 
 
Can we future-proof our planet? 
The physical geographical features of Grandpont including the 
river. 
The river Thames flows for about 215 miles from 
Kemble, Gloucestershire to Southend-on-Sea, Essex 

The Thames flows through 9 counties, including Oxford.  
Oxford has many locks and streams, and 2 rivers, Oxford is 
prone to flooding.  
Flood prevention in Oxford: more streams have been dug, 
grazing marshes have been created, and embankments and 
flood walls were also put in place.  
The Thames Barrier is a flood defence system 

Physical features of Bangldesh 
Compare physical features of Grandpont with Bangladesh? 
 
Do we need art and why? 
The physical and human characteristics, similarities and 
differences of Stonehenge (UK) and Lascaux (France) 
The physical and human characteristics of Greece compared 
to the UK 
Use geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical features 
including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes and the water cycle 
How caves are formed and their key features 
 
Do humans need plants to survive and thrive? 
The physical geographical features of South America (Mayan 
region) 
What the weather is like in Mexico 
Describe and understand key aspects of:  
Physical geography, including climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle  
The water cycle and its relation to sea/lakes, condensation, 
precipitation, run-off and groundwater  
Biomes are areas of our planet with similar climates, 
landscapes, animals and plants. What lives in each biome 
depends on the climate, how hot or cold it is, and how fertile 
the soil is. 
The rainforest has 5 layers of vegetation  
The animals in that live in a biome depend on what plants 
grow there. The plants in the biome are often dependent on 
the animals for spreading pollen and seeds so that new plants 
can grow. This is important as both plants and animals are 
reliant on each other for both to stay alive. 
Central and South America have large areas of tropical 
rainforest in contrast to the sort of forest that grows in 

Use Google Earth to explore the physical 
characteristics of each place studied at the 
start of each project 
 
What is worth striving for? 
What BST and GMT mean and the time 
difference between UK and Italy and other 
relevant countries 
The physical and human characteristics, 
similarities and differences of the UK and 
Italy (Roman Empire area) 
What the climate is like in the UK compared 
to Southern Europe (Italy) 
How the physical geography of the Roman 
Empire directly contributed to its economic 
and military strength 
Winter – Alps blocked passage from Europe 
to Rome 
The Apennines – N to S Italy provided 1400 
km long protection and natural resources 
The fertile soil of the Po and Tiber River 
valleys allowed Romans to grow diverse 
crops (olives and grains) 
The Mediterranean Sea increased Rome’s 
economic strength due to easy trade routes 
 
Do we have the power to change the 

world? 

Physical geography of Oxford 
River Thames, its tributaries and uses over 
time 
 
 
 
Why do people move? 
What the weather is like in Northern Europe 
(see countries above) 
The physical geography of Northern Europe 
and how this compares to Oxford 
 
 

Use Google Earth to explore the physical 
characteristics of each place studied at the 
start of each project 
 
Yenworthy Residential, Devon: 
The location of the river Lynn, its length and 
its river basin. Why did the river Lynn flood 
in 1952 and what effect did it have on the 
local population. 
 
Do our beliefs shape our actions? 
Why is the Nile so important to the 
settlement of Ancient Egypt? 
The river Nile provides a source of irrigation 
to the dry land turning it into agricultural 
land. 
The river Nile and its impact on trade during 
Ancient Egypt and today. 
The Nile floods annually leaving fertile silt 
The Nile delta was good for growing 
papyrus, which was used for cloth, rope and 
paper 
What the climate is like in Egypt and North 
Africa 
The time difference between the UK and 
countries in Africa. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Use Google Earth to explore the physical 
characteristics of each place studied at the start of 
each project 
 
Woodlands Residential, Glasbury, Wales: 
Location of River Wye and Brecon Beacons (Rivers 

and mountains) 

Is success the same for everyone? 
Everest (also known as Chomolungma) is the highest 
mountain on Earth above sea level (8,848.86 m or 
29,031.7 ft).  
Height of K2, Kangchenjunga, Lhotse, Makalu, Ben 
Nevis 

Everest is located in the Mahal Angur Himal range of 
the Himalayas and borders China (Tibet) and Nepal.  
Everest is over 60 million years old 
Everest was formed by the movement 
of the Indian tectonic plate pushing up against the 
Eurasian plate; and is continuing to ¼ of an inch every 
year.  
It is comprised of shale, limestone and marble; and 
the rocky summit, is covered in deep snow all year 
long.  
 
 
What are the consequences of human endeavour? 
What the climate is like in South America including 
the Galapagos and Easter Islands 
The time difference between the UK and countries in 
South America 
The physical characteristics of the Galapagos islands 
and Easter Island 
 
What is the best way to lead? 
The physical characteristics of West Africa (Benin) 
The key physical characteristics of Chile and its 
islands compared to the UK 
 
 



England, so the animals and plants that live there are very 
different.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Human Geography 

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 

Us An alien Mary 
Anning 

The Slug The Wolf A Polar 
Bear 

The Troll and the 
Giant 

Six aliens Villagers of Little Ebbes James Sadler 
Montgolfier bros 

Thomas 
Farrinor 

The Masai 

Our 
school 

 Dorset 
Coast 

Local 
area 

 7 
continents 

Oxford – Rivers & 
Bridges 

Local area Local Area Oxford/France 
North America 

London East Africa 

Describe the human features around the school – e.g. outdoor area, 
trim trail, playground 
Find natural items around the school grounds 
 
 
 

Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  
Key human features and their differences, including: city, town, village, 
factory, farm, houses, office, port, harbour and shop. 
Describe the different human features around Grandpont (homes, 
parks (see vision pic) 
When local bridges were built and their purpose 
Know where, when and why Oxford castle was built 
 
 

The factors that caused humans to settle in Kenya 
What the main human features are of Oxford and 
Nairobi (Kenya) and how they are different  
That proximity to water is a key feature of human 
settlement 
That water is a valuable resources and why 
That the River Thames was one reason why humans 
settled in Oxford 
Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  
Key human features, including: city, town, village, 
factory, farm, houses, office, port, harbour and shop  
Aboriginal fire-stick farming – how the Aboriginals 
worked with the natural environment to control fire - 
use of fire to burn vegetation  

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 



Bangladeshi 
man 
 

Marcel Ravidat Tecun 
Uman 

Septimus 
Serverus 

Greta T. 
 

Blue/Refugee Hatshepsut Victorian 
child 

Inuit Elder Mallory & Irvine Darwin 
Huxley 

Eware the Great 

Grandpont 
Bangladesh 

France/Western 
Europe 

South 
America 

Rome 
S. Europe 

N. Europe Oxford 
Syria/Ukraine 

Egypt/ 
N. Africa 

London 
British 
industrial 
cities 

Arctic Circle Oxford 
South Asia 

Oxford 
South 
America 

West Africa 
Caribbean  

Can we future-proof our planet? 
Human features of Grandpont – different 
types of homes, parks, woodland 
How humans have changed Grandpont 
over time 
How the growth of cities (Oxford) has 
modified the drainage of water  
Which areas of Grandpont flood and why 
What humans have done to cause flooding 
How flooding is managed – control of river 
flow, flood plains, locks 
Different types of flooding – what type of 
flooding happens in Oxford 
 
Why flooding happens in (a village in) 
Bangladesh and how this compares to 
Grandpont 
How humans have managed the problem 
of flooding in Bangladesh 
  
 
Do we need art and why? 
Why did Stoneage humans choose to live in 
the Laceaux caves? 
Why is Stonehenge located where it is? 
Different settlements. 
How far did people move. 
What natural resources did they have. 
How was the land around them used. 
What evidence remains today and what 
can we learn from it. 
 
Do we need plants to survive and thrive? 
(Mayan) 
Farming and farmers in South America 
Movement of people from rural to urban 
environments. 
 

What is worth striving for? 
The factors that caused the Romans to settle in 
the UK: Types of settlement and land-use, 
economic activity including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources including energy, 
food, minerals and water 
 
Do we have the power to change the world? 

Different types of settlement in the UK (hamlets, 
villages, towns, cities and conurbations)  
 
Population of Oxford over time. 
Transport networks growth and development over 
time 
Mapping main physical and human features. 
Plans for traffic-free zones in Oxford 
Green belts are used to control growth  
Locate green belts around Oxfordshire 
 
Why do people move? 
The factors that caused the Anglo-Saxons to settle 
in the UK 
Where Anglo-Saxon settlements were located. 
Anglo Saxon invaders built their own villages 
instead of living in Roman towns. 
They looked for natural resources: food, water and 
wood 
Anglo-Saxon settlements were surrounded by high 
fences to protect cattle and to keep out enemies 
Why the Anglo Saxons settled in Oxford 
How the River Thames influenced the growth of 
Oxford and how it is used today 
 
 

Do our beliefs shape our actions? 
The factors that caused humans to settle in 
different areas (Ancient Egypt – Nile ) 
Why humans live near rivers and how the 
different rivers we have studied are used 
The positive and negative effects of the Nile 
flooding for Ancient Egyptians and Egyptians 
today 
 
Why do children need rights? 

The impact of the Industrial Revolution on the 
expansion of Oxford and London and the 
impact of this on land use  
How the change in land use in urban areas 
(Oxford/London) modifies the drainage of 
water  
The impact of the Industrial Revolution on air 
pollution – smog 
The factors that led to the growth of towns 
and cities during the Industrial Revolution 
(Victorians) 
 
Can One Person Make a Difference? 
The factors that caused humans to settle in 
different areas (Greenland, Canada, Russia 
and Norway - Innuit settlements). Understand 
geographical similarities and differences 
through the study of human and physical 
geography of a region of the United Kingdom, 
a region in a European country, and a region 
in North or South America. 
Describe and understand how the Innuit 
survived in respect of the key aspects of 
physical geography, including: climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation belts in their 
environment. 

Is success the same for everyone? (Everest) 
How do people use the foothills of mountains for living? 
How has the increase in human activity changed 
Everest. 
 
What are the consequences of human endeavour? 
(Galapagos) 
The effect humans visiting the Galapagos had on the 
physical environment 
 
 
 
What is the best way to lead? (Benin/history of UK 
politics) 
African trade between regions and the world. 
How did the invasion of 1897 affect trade and 
environment of Benin? 
The key human characteristics of Cotonou compared to 
London (Benin) 
 

 


