
 

MUSIC: Knowledge Progression and Overview 

 

 
Intent: Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. Our Music curriculum will engage and inspire pupils, 
developing their love for and interest in many forms of music of different styles and from different times and cultures. It will develop their skills 
and confidence in taking part in music activities, in listening, singing, and playing musical instruments. Music also makes an important 
contribution to the life of St Ebbe’s School. 
 

KS 1 NATIONAL CURRICULUM KS 2 NATIONAL CURRICULUM 

Key stage 1 Pupils should be taught to:  

 
• use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants 

and rhymes  

• play tuned and untuned instruments musically  

• listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and 

recorded music  

• experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related 

dimensions of music. 

 

Key stage 2 Pupils should be taught to: 

 

• sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. They should develop an 

understanding of musical composition, organising and manipulating ideas within musical structures 

and reproducing sounds from aural memory.  

• play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments 

with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression 

• improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music 

• listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory  

• use and understand staff and other musical notations   

• appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 

different traditions and from great composers and musicians 

• develop an understanding of the history of music. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SINGING 

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 
30-40 Months  

Sing familiar songs. 
Tap out simple repeated rhymes. 
Begin to move rhythmically. 
Explore and learn how sounds can be changed. 
40-60 Months. 
Build a repertoire of songs and dances. 
Sing songs related to each topic; include clapping on 
beat/rhythm, loud/soft, high/low, fast/slow, actions. 

Sing songs, chants, rhymes from memory, responding to simple visual 
directions (e.g. stop, start, loud, quiet) and counting in. Begin with very 
small pitch range. Sing call and response songs to control vocal pitch 
and to match the pitch they hear with accuracy. 
Move to music (in time, with in response, expression) 
All year: 
KS1 singing 
Class singing linked to topic 
 

 

Sing regularly with increasing vocal control. Sing songs with small 
pitch range, pitching accurately. Know meaning of dynamics & tempo 
and demonstrate by responding to (a) leader's directions and (b) 
visual symbols (e.g. crescendo, decrescendo, pause). 
Sing range of songs and rounds AA. 
All year: 
KS1 singing 
Class singing linked to topic 
 

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Sing a widening range of unison/action songs of 
varying styles & structures tunefully, with 
expression. Use dynamics. Walk, move or clap a 
steady beat/keep time with others, changing the 
speed of the beat as the tempo of the music changes. 
Perform in assemblies. 
 

All year: 
KS2 singing 
Class singing linked to projects 
Festival of Voices 
  

Continue to sing in unison, rounds & 
partner songs, with octave pitch range 
accurately, following directions 
(crescendo/  decrescendo). Sing in 
different time signatures (2, 3 & 4 time), 
simple 2nd parts to introduce harmony. 
Perform in assemblies. 
 
All year: 
KS2 singing 
Class singing linked to projects 
 

Sing range of songs from extended repertoire 
with sense of performance; observe phrasing, 
accurate pitch & appropriate style. Sing 3-part 
rounds, partner songs, verse & chorus. Perform 
in assemblies / other performance 
opportunities. 
 
All year: 
KS2 singing 
Class singing linked to projects 

Sing range of songs; include syncopated 
rhythms, phrasing, accurate pitch & 
appropriate style. Sing 3-& 4-part rounds or 
partner songs; experiment with positioning 
singers, balance between parts & vocal 
independence. Perform in assemblies & to 
wider audience. 
 
Summer: School play. 
All year: 
KS2 singing 
Class singing linked to projects 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

LISTENING 



EYFS Year 1 Year 2 
Introduce children to a wide range of music. 
Join in with dancing and ring games. 
Begin to move rhythmically. 
Listen to a range of music from different cultures, in 
different styles and for different purposes. 
Autumn: Clog Dance from La Fille Mal Gardee 
Spring:  Red-riding Hood ballet by Tchaikovsky. 
Summer: Fight of the Bumblebee by Rimsky Korsakov; 
Butterfly Etude by Chopin 

Music listened to is enriched by developing children’s shared 
knowledge and understanding of the stories, origins, traditions, history 
and social context of the music they are listening to. Recognise a range 
of different instruments by sight and sound.  
Listen to range of styles & music from different times & cultures and 
linked to class topics. 
Experience both live and recorded music. Move responsively to music. 
 

Music listened to is enriched by developing children’s shared 
knowledge and understanding of the stories, origins, traditions, 
history and social context of the music they are listening to.  
Know that a Composer is someone who writes music and some of the 
instruments that make up an Orchestra  
Listen to range of styles & music from different times & cultures and  
linked to class topics. 
Experience both live and recorded music. 

 

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Music listened to is enriched by developing children’s 
shared knowledge and understanding of the stories, 
origins, traditions, history and social context of the 
music they are listening to. 
Listen to range of styles & music from different times 
& cultures and linked to class topics. 
Experience both live and recorded music. 
 
 
 
 
  

Music listened to is enriched by 
developing children’s shared knowledge 
and understanding of the stories, origins, 
traditions, history and social context of the 
music they are listening to. 
Listen to range of styles & music from 
different times & cultures and  
linked to class topics. 
Experience both live and recorded music. 
 
 

Music listened to is enriched by developing 

children’s shared knowledge and understanding 

of the stories, origins, traditions, history and 

social context of the music they are listening to. 

Listen to range of styles & music from different 
times & cultures and linked to class topics. 
Experience both live and recorded music. 

 

 

 

Music listened to is enriched by developing 
children’s shared knowledge and 
understanding of the stories, origins, 
traditions, history and social context of the 
music they are listening to. 
Listen to range of styles & music from different 
times & cultures and linked to class topics. 
Experience both live and recorded music. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMPOSING 

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 



30-50 months  
Tap out simple repeated rhymes. 
Explore and learn how sounds can be changed. 
 
40-60+ months ELG  
Explore the different sounds of instruments. 
Experiment with ways to change sounds. 
Use instruments to explore texture, beat, pitch, 
dynamics, tempo, through topic-related soundscapes 
& composition eg based on ‘Billy goats gruff ’. 

Improvise and create musical sound effects in short sequences; 
understand & use rhythm/ pitch. Use graphic notation; perform. 
 
Autumn: Create rhythmic sequences based on eg ‘Billy Goats 
Gruff’/songs/rhymes, exploring beat/rhythm/ pitch/dynamics/tempo 
Spring: Composition based on Mars by Holst, with both rhythm and 

timbre. 

Summer: Use story to create a musical sequence. 

Create music in response to non-musical stimulus (e.g. a storm).  Work 
with partner on Q & A phrases; sing/play untuned percussion creating 
musical conversation. Use graphic symbols, dot/stick notation. 
Autumn: Create rhythmic phrases. 
Spring: Seek inspiration from Chandavarkar’s ‘Flame’ to create a textured 

sound composition with beg/mid/end, using perc instruments. Record. 
Summer: Take inspiration from ‘Storm’ Interlude from ‘Peter Grimes’ by 

Benjamin Britten (BBC 10 Pieces): body perc, instruments tuned/un-tuned. 

Use skills learned through year to create composition & perform. 

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Develop skills in improvisation (use voices, 
tuned/untuned perc, class/group.) Structure ideas 
(e.g. use echo/Q & A phrases); create music with 
beg/mid/end. Compose in response to stimuli. 
Combine rhythmic notation with letter names to 
create rising/falling phrases using three notes.  
Autumn: Beat/rhythm piece, using topic words & 
phrases, expression, actions. Use glockenspiels for 
Christmas sequences. 
Spring: Rhythmic piece inspired by STOMP 
Summer: Compose sound-scape of Guatemalan or 
Amazonian Rainforest. 
Create topic-inspired rhythmic rap. 

Improvise, use legato/staccato. Compose 
with structure; use rhythmic notation with 
letter names; know: minim, crotchet, 
crotchet rest and paired quavers to create 
sequences of 2-, 3- or 4-beat phrases 
arranged into bars. Consider mood. 
Autumn: Beat/rhythm piece, using topic 
words & phrases, expression, actions. Use 
glockenspiels for Christmas sequences. 
Spring: Rhythmic piece inspired by STOMP 
Summer: Compose sound-scape of 
Guatemalan or Amazonian Rainforest. 
Create topic-inspired rhythmic rap. 
 

Improvise using drone, beat, tuned perc, 
dynamics, evoke atmosphere. Capture & record 
creative ideas. 
Autumn: Group beat/rhythmic piece, using topic 
words & phrases, expression, actions. Perform. 
Use glockenspiels for Christmas sequences. 
Spring: Explore music-hall (compositions, style, 
origins). 
Summer: How does nature inspire music? Create 

a sound-scape. 

Create music with sections including 
repetition/contrast/rhythms/ melodies. Use 
available music software. 
Autumn: Nepalese folksong Resham Phiriri; 

learn about music as part of wider culture of 

region. Explore Tibetan meditative chants. 

Spring: Easter Island, ‘Song of Papa Kiko’. 

Explore music in context of culture/ history. Use 

stones to create rhythmic layered composition. 

Perform/record. 

Cook Islands: Explore music & culture, take 

inspiration from drumming to create a group 

composition. Perform/record. 

Summer: Music for play. 

 

 

  

 

 

PERFORMING/INSTRUMENTAL PERFORMANCE 

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 
30-50 months  
Sing songs, use actions. 
Tap out simple repeated rhymes. 
Join in with dancing and ring games. 
Perform to each other/an audience. 
40-60+ months ELG  
Sing songs, use actions. 

Pulse: Keep steady beat to songs/music /v rhythm in group-work/on 
instruments/fast, slow/long, short notes. 
 
Rhythm: Repeating patterns/word-pattern chants/music play-
alongs/fast, slow/long, short notes. 
 

Pulse/Beat: Changing beat, fast/slow; keep time; group beats in 2s/3s. 
Rhythm: Copy-cat rhythms/create own/ use words. Rhythm patterns: 
use stick notation: crotchets, quavers, crotchet rests. 
Pitch: Singing games, match pitch; tuned perc: 3 notes, use dot notation. 
 



Play repeated rhymes. 
Join in with dancing, ring games and music play-
alongs. 
Perform to each other/an audience. 

Pitch: High/low sounds, in songs/rhymes, pitch through stories; use 
symbols to record. 
 
 

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Experience learning tuned instr. Use small range 
of staff notation; crotchets, quavers, crochet 
rests. Play fast/slow, create short melodic 
pattern. Apply word chants to rhythms. Take part 
in music play-alongs. 
Autumn: Use glockenspiels for Christmas 
sequences. 
Create topic-inspired rhythmic rap. 
Perform to class. Record on IPad. 
Spring: Perform STOMP inspired piece. 

Summer: Perform rainforest sound-scape. 

Cont. playing tuned instr. Play/perform 
sequences following staff notation (small 
range). Use minims, crotchets, paired quavers, 
and rests. Take part in music play-alongs. 
Perform. 
Autumn: Use glockenspiels for Christmas 
sequences. 
Create project-inspired rhythmic rap. 
Perform to class. Record on iPad. 
Spring: Perform STOMP inspired piece. 

Summer: Perform rainforest sound-scape. 

Use melodic instrs, staff notation. Develop 
playing by ear. Further understand the 
differences between semibreves, minims, 
crotchets and crotchet rests, paired quavers and 
semiquavers; introduce time sigs. Sight-read 
short rhythmic phrases. Take part in music play-
alongs. 
Autumn: Create project-inspired rhythmic rap.  
Use glockenspiels for Christmas sequences. 
Spring: Create performance of a typical Victorian 

music-hall song. 

Summer: Perform a nature inspired composition.  

 

Improvise with repetition, compose using 
melodic phrases. Enhance melodies with 
rhythmic / instrumental accompaniment. 
Compose a ternary piece (ABA). Use 
software/apps. 
Autumn: Perform/record meditative piece 
based on Tibetan music. 
Spring: Perform compositions. 

Summer: Play performance. 

 

                           

                           Interaction of pillars and lesson activities. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Impact – End points 
 

EYFS Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2 

Year R Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
 Sing a range of familiar 
songs and rhymes & follow 
the tune broadly using 
different pitches.  
Playing: can keep a steady 
pulse with some accuracy 
and can play a repeating 
pattern on instruments. 
Composing: can broadly 
control changes in sound 
when creating music. 
Children will be able to 
perform in front of an 
audience. 
Listening: They can 
express an opinion on 
music they have heard.   

Singing: can sing with 
improved tuning using a 
limited range of pitches.  
Playing – can perform with 
an improving sense of 
pulse and rhythm.  
Composing: can change 
and combine sounds when 
creating music and show 
more understanding. 
Notating – can use graphic 
notations to show how 
pitch has shape. 
Listening: They can 
express an opinion on 
music they have heard. 

Singing: can sing with 
improved tuning & use 
their voices expressively 
through songs, chants and 
rhymes.  
Playing: can perform with 
a good sense of pulse and 
rhythm.  
Composing: can change 
and combine sounds when 
creating music and show 
more understanding. 
Notating: can use graphic 
notation to show how 
pitch has shape. 
Listen to a range of live 
and recorded music, 
expressing an opinion on 
what they have heard. 

Singing: can sing with 
increasingly accurate 
tuning, control of 
breathing, clear diction 
and expression. Can sing in 
parts. 
Playing: can play 
instruments with more 
confidence, can keep to 
the beat and follow/create 
a rhythm pattern. 
Composing: can create 
simple rhythmic patterns, 
melodies and 
accompaniments. 
Notating: can use basic 
musical symbols to show 
changes in rhythm and 
pitch. 
Listen to and evaluate a 
piece of music. 

Singing: can sing with 
more accurate tuning, 
control of breathing, clear 
diction and expression. 
Can sing in parts. 
 Playing: can play 
instruments more 
confidently; Can keep in 
time and play/create 
rhythms. 
Composing: can create 
simple rhythmic patterns, 
melodies & 
accompaniments. 
Notating: can use basic 
musical symbols. 
Listen to and evaluate a 
piece of music. 

Singing: can maintain an 
independent part in a 
group when singing & sing 
with expression. 
Playing: can maintain an 
independent part in a 
group when playing. Can 
keep in time. 
Composing: can create 
music with a structure and 
make use of musical 
devices, timbres, textures 
and techniques.  
Notating: can follow basic 
musical notation. 
Listen to and evaluate a 
piece of music. 
 

Singing: can maintain an 
independent part in a 
group when singing & sing 
with expression. 
Playing: can maintain an 
independent part in a 
group when playing. Can 
keep in time. 
Composing: can create 
music with a structure and 
make use of musical 
devices, timbres, textures 
and techniques.  
Notating: can follow basic  
musical notation. 
Listen to and evaluate a 
piece of music. 
 

From: https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westbrookoldhall/UploadedDocument/ec4ff31e102b4d32bb2f2df8fd040332/EYFS_KS1_KS2_MusicAssessmentTasks-JohnOates.pdf 

                     

                                                                                                                                                    World Listening linked to Projects 

Country Tradition Title Year group Artist/Composer Links 

      

Ireland (Autumn) 
 

 Aolian Harp 
 

2  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rmP5XaNYlk
I 
 

Vanuatu (Summer) Water drumming Water Drumming 2  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEgJhfWKq4
A 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rmP5XaNYlkI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rmP5XaNYlkI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rmP5XaNYlkI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEgJhfWKq4A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEgJhfWKq4A


India (Spring)  Flame 2 Chandavarkar https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YnFvMHav_
2o 

(Japan) 
 

 Rainforest Dream; percussion 
piece. 
 

3/4 
 

Jojo Hirota 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=17Parp4DW

GA 

Mexico 
 

Mariachis 
 

Cielito Lindo 3/4  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5LAZpeQVq
6c 

 

Nepal Folksong Resham Phiriri 6  http://www.nepal-trekking-online.de/resham-
phiriri.html 

Cook Islands Drumming and dancing E Matike 6  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IQin3x3XHJI 

 

 

Classical and film music linked to topics 

Title 
 

Composer Period Year group Links 

Flight of the Bumblebee 
 

Rimsky Korsakov 
 

20th century 
 

EYFS 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S
scLwofQJHo 

Butterfly Etude 
 

Chopin 19th century 
 

EYFS 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y
dYligplDkw 

Fossils (in dinosaur museum) (Spring) 
 

Saint-Saens 
 

19th century 
 

EYFS 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f
9bih7X8olQ 

Red riding Hood Ballet from 
Tchaikovsky’s Sleeping Beauty(Spring) 

Tchaikovsky 
 

19th century 
 

EYFS 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x
hACdEKJhVA 

Mars from The Planets (Spring) 

 

Holst 20th century 1 https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/a
rticles/14ZjT5yjnKQRdKVsqrLzk1x/mar
s-from-the-planets-by-gustav-holst 
 

The Aquarium (Animation clip) 
(Summer) 
 

Saint-Saens 19th century 2 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a
4lmvXYRfa4 

Storm Interlude from Peter Grimes 
(From BBC 10 pieces). (Summer) 
 

Benjamin Britten 20th century 2 https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/
p02flv5p 

The Firebird (Spring) 
(From BBC 10 pieces) 
 
 

Stravinsky 20th century 2 https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/ten-
pieces/classical-music-primary-igor-
stravinksy-firebird-ks2/zbsf3k7 
 

Gladiator Hans Zimmer 20th Century 3.4.5 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a
UmIELyNGrU 

Clapping Music 
 

Steve Reich 20th century 6 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y
PU5XrmORCQ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YnFvMHav_2o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YnFvMHav_2o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YnFvMHav_2o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=17Parp4DWGA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=17Parp4DWGA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5LAZpeQVq6c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5LAZpeQVq6c
http://www.nepal-trekking-online.de/resham-phiriri.html
http://www.nepal-trekking-online.de/resham-phiriri.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IQin3x3XHJI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IQin3x3XHJI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SscLwofQJHo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SscLwofQJHo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SscLwofQJHo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ydYligplDkw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ydYligplDkw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f9bih7X8olQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f9bih7X8olQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xhACdEKJhVA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xhACdEKJhVA
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/14ZjT5yjnKQRdKVsqrLzk1x/mars-from-the-planets-by-gustav-holst
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/14ZjT5yjnKQRdKVsqrLzk1x/mars-from-the-planets-by-gustav-holst
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/14ZjT5yjnKQRdKVsqrLzk1x/mars-from-the-planets-by-gustav-holst
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4lmvXYRfa4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4lmvXYRfa4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4lmvXYRfa4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02flv5p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02flv5p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02flv5p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/ten-pieces/classical-music-primary-igor-stravinksy-firebird-ks2/zbsf3k7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/ten-pieces/classical-music-primary-igor-stravinksy-firebird-ks2/zbsf3k7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/ten-pieces/classical-music-primary-igor-stravinksy-firebird-ks2/zbsf3k7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aUmIELyNGrU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aUmIELyNGrU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aUmIELyNGrU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YPU5XrmORCQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YPU5XrmORCQ


Western Pop incl. Jazz, blues etc still to do... 

Title Composor Style Year Group LInks 

What a Wonderful World Thiele & Weiss Jazz All https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q
dp1LfUkaY4 

STOMP (Spring) STOMP Rhythmic/percussive. 
Using junk/body percussion. 

4/5 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h

wXNwq1Iwcw (from 1.23 mins 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l
0XdDKwFe3k 

 

From: https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westbrookoldhall/UploadedDocument/ec4ff31e102b4d32bb2f2df8fd040332/EYFS_KS1_KS2_MusicAssessmentTasks-JohnOates.pdf 

                     

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qdp1LfUkaY4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qdp1LfUkaY4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qdp1LfUkaY4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwXNwq1Iwcw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwXNwq1Iwcw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwXNwq1Iwcw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l0XdDKwFe3k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l0XdDKwFe3k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l0XdDKwFe3k

