
The Weekly Ebbesentials 
20th January 2023 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

What a week! Huge congratulations to our new Junior Leader-

ship Team who were elected on Monday by their classes. Lots 

of children showed the courage to apply to be on the JLT and 

to put themselves forward to be elected and learning about 

the democratic process in the meantime. They are now learn-

ing from the current JLT who are working alongside them dur-

ing the transition period. The JLT run our Thursday Red Carpet 

Assembly and work with their classes both to gather views on 

issues that affect them and ideas for changes they would like 

to see. The JLT is led by Joel Hopkins (Year 5 teacher) and we 

are learning as we go about how to harness the power of chil-

dren’s voices in the running of our school.  

A big thank you from me to the School Streets volunteers who 

celebrated their last day on the barrier after 19 months of 

commitment to this scheme.  

In this week’s newsletter: 

• The new Junior Leadership Team 

• Fish Week in Reception/1 

• News on strike action at St. Ebbe’s 

• School Streets celebration 

• School Streets ANPR cameras go live 

• What parents need to know about Tik Tok 

• Red Carpet Assembly 

May I wish a very happy Chinese New Year to our families who 

are celebrating. We will celebrate together during assembly on 

Monday. Have a wonderful weekend, 

Warm wishes, Tina   

Thank you to the outgoing JLT: Robert, Thea, Toby, 

Tate, Sami, Emma, Rafael, Elias, Julia, Matilda, Min-

nie, Emily, Eleanor, Mimi, Anna, Manon, Lois and 

Jessie. You have left an important legacy with your 

amazing Red Carpet Assembly. Thank you for being 

willing to learn, to take feedback and to things well. 

We have loved working with you.  

Congratulations to the new JLT: Dario, Sammy, Matil-

da, Lulu, Armelle, Ayla, Minnie, Isabelle, Aveline, Nell, 

Finn, Grace, Sam, Oliver D, Melodie, Marni, Olivia, 

Dylan, Pablo, Jessie and Mimi. 

We are looking forward to working with you and look 

forward to seeing what the next year brings. Thank 

you for applying to do this important work in our 

school.  



The Wonderful World of Fish 
Reception and Year 1 are learning all about different 

animals in their project: What do animals need to sur-

vive? This week the children explored the wonderful 

world of fish. They have been discovering more about 

fish to help Sir David Attenborough identify a new spe-

cies. They have decided how they want to present the 

information they have found out, choosing from fact 

files, diagrams with labels, collage fish or any other 

way that they find inspiring. The possibilities were end-

less and allowed each child to have some agency in 

how they present their knowledge. Well done Recep-

tion and Year 1. I am poised and ready to ask you to 

share your new knowledge with me. 



You will be aware that NEU (National 

Education Union) members have voted 

to strike on four different days over the 

next two months. The first of these 

strikes will take place on Wednesday 

1st February. The reasons for the 

strikes, as outlined by the NEU are a 

20% fall in pay in real terms since 2010, 

which has in turn contributed to the 

staff recruitment and retention issues 

we are now facing in schools.  

Several of the teaching staff at St. 

Ebbe’s are members of the NEU and, as 

a result, I expect there to be a signifi-

cant impact on the school with at least 

half of classes closed for that day. 

I will be able to share more information 

on Monday next week to confirm which 

classes are open and which are closed 

as I know you will need to make child-

care arrangements for that day. 

Please be aware that any plans we 

make may change at short notice. 

Children in the classes which are closed 

will not have work set because their 

teachers will be on strike.  

 

Parents and carers may wish to direct 

their children to do some work on the 

appropriate digital platforms that chil-

dren have access to (Purple Mash, 

Times Table Rock Stars) or on Oak Na-

tional Academy. 

Breakfast Club and After School Club 

will be running as usual on strike days. 

For children who are unable to attend 

due to strike action, there will be no 

charge for these days. 

I do not yet know how school will be 

affected by future proposed strike dates 

(Thursday 2nd March, Wednesday 15th 

March, Thursday 16th March). I under-

stand that as parents and carers, you 

will want as much notice as possible to 

plan for your children and will update 

you regarding future dates when I am 

able. 

My aim is to keep us all connected as a 

community through this challenging 

time and welcome any questions you 

may have regarding these arrange-

ments. 

I hope that an agreement is reached, 

and that the strikes can be called off; 

realistically it is unlikely this will happen 

before 1st February. 

Planned Industrial Action 1st February 



School Street Update – ANPR System to go live 

on 23rd January 
 

From Monday 23rd January any vehicle driving into the school street during the scheme operating hours 

without an exemption will receive a penalty notice from OCC. 

Until further notice ANPR camera enforcement will operate from 

08:00-09:00 and 14:30-15:30 daily during term time. 

Please note, we are seeking to get these operating hours changed back to 08:30-09:15 and 14:45-15:15. It 

is hoped that this change will proceed very soon. 

Help Travelling to and from School 

Since the beginning of the School Street Trial in June 2021 we have been developing a range of measures 

aimed at helping families get their children safely to and from school. We plan to continue offering and 

expanding this assistance to ensure that everyone can get their children to and from school safely. 

The assistance available includes: 

Cycle Buses – volunteer riders will lead groups of up to 6 children wishing to cycle together into 

school. Cycle Buses operate from both South/East Oxford and from West Oxford. Contact atc@st-

ebbes.oxon.sch.uk for more details. 

South Oxford Bike Library – a bike “library” has been set up to lend bikes to families. Contact atc@st-

ebbes.oxon.sch.uk for more details. 

Park & Stride – free parking can be provided to families wishing to park in Hinksey Park Car Park and 

then walk along Marlborough Road to School 

Walking Bus – from 23rd January, families will be able to drop their children with school staff and vol-

unteer helpers at the Splash Park in Hinksey Park before 8.40am. Children will then be walked into 

school to arrive before school starts at 8.55am. Families will need to book places for the Walking 

Bus via Arbor. A walking group is also planned from South Hinksey and an afternoon return bus to 

Hinksey Park may be arranged if there is sufficient demand. 

Places at Breakfast Club so children can be dropped at school in the morning before School Street op-

erating hours. Help with the cost of Breakfast Club is available to qualifying families 

Places at After School Club so children can be collected from school in the afternoon after School 

Street operating hours. Help with the cost of After 

School Club is available to qualifying families 

We recognise that there are many family circumstances 

and that the help listed here may not be able to solve every 

travel problem. If you have a problem getting your children 

safely to and from school and need more advice, please 

contact Laura, our Active Travel Champion, at atc@st-

ebbes.oxon.sch.uk. 



Our ‘Genius Ball’ is named from the 

Latin derivative of ‘genius’ as ‘the 

attendant spirit present from one’s 

birth. We take this to mean that we all 

have unique talents and passions that 

we can be curious about in relation to 

ourselves and others. 

Happy Birthday to … 

Jyn, Paelle, Lois, Femi, Riley, Monty 

and Miss Yardy.  

Red Carpet Assembly 

Living our Core Values 
This week saw the classes celebrating the values demonstrated by 

children who had applied to be on the Junior Leadership Team 

whether elected or not. They showed curiosity about the role, the 

courage to stand up and speak and saw opportunities to connect 

their ideas across the school. Another class chose to celebrate con-

necting with a new member of their crew, another the connection 

with nature that they felt during a walk around Grandpont Nature 

Reserve whilst our youngest children showed both courage and 

connection as they learnt the importance of disagreeing re-

spectfully, learning that it’s ok to have different opinions to others. 

Our core values guide us in our learning, personal development 

and decision-making and it delights me when children refer to 

them in so many different contexts. Well done everyone.  

Sharing our Passions 

This week we were treated to some stand up comedy 

from Nina and Hattie. Our two comedians were clearly 

prepared, telling four jokes each. We all joined in and de-

cided that they had made our day by making us laugh 

and groan in equal measures. We all agreed that Nina 

and Hattie showed great courage in telling jokes to 350 

people at once. Here they are in action and signing our 

‘Genius Ball’! 



From Jamie Clarke, parent 
 
We all want the best for our kids and the other children in our school including as they travel to and from the 
school. Following parental concern and a number of near misses we set up our community School Street 
Scheme which is now providing a safer and more positive way for our pupils to travel in and out of school. .  
 

It’s hard to remember just how congested and dangerous the start and finish of the school day used to be. Be-
fore the scheme started 91% of parents said it was congested,  80% wanted a reduction in cars and 69% said it 
was dangerous. Lots of parents and kids wanted to cycle or scoot to school but were too scared to because of 
the dangers of the traffic. Now the situation is greatly improved, traffic has been reduced by 67% and many 
more children are coming by foot, bike and scooter.  
 

Safety was a key reason for starting the scheme but we’ve seen many other benefits. The children are breath-
ing cleaner air and it’s helping their education. As a teacher said “it’s a much quieter and more relaxed start to 
the learning day”. Research has shown children’s physical and mental wellbeing are improved by actively trav-
elling to school and they are more ready to learn. 
 

Most parents have found the transition straightforward but for some it’s been more of a challenge. To help 
these families there’s been a range of support. This help has often helped families in ways they didn’t imagine 
as one Mum said, “I was very angry about the scheme at first but with the support of the team my daughter is 
now cycling to and from school and so I’ve been able to increase my hours at work”. 
 

Thanks to all the parents, teachers, community volunteers and pupils who’ve made the scheme work. Do get 
in contact with Laura ATC@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk if you would like further support. 

Thank you School Streets Volunteers 

mailto:ATC@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk


School Streets ANPR Cameras 
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) has confirmed that the next stage of the implementation of the Whitehouse Road School 
Street is proceeding and that the ANPR cameras, which will replace the volunteer stewards to control the School Street, will be 
activated on Monday 23rd January 2023.  
 
Scheme Operation  
 
From Monday 23rd January any vehicle driving into the school street during the scheme operating hours without an exemp-
tion will receive a penalty notice from OCC.  
 
Please note that the ANPR camera enforcement will operate from 08:00-09:00 and 14:30-15:30 daily during term time from 
23rd January 2023. These are different times to those operated during the trial.  
 
We are working with the County Council to seek a change to these new operating hours back to 08:30-09:15 and 14:45-
15:15. It is hoped that this change will proceed very soon.  
 
 
Exemptions  
The County Council will provide exemptions for vehicles to drive into the school street for drivers that meet the qualifying cri-
teria. The qualifying criteria include:  

Residents  
Blue Badge Holders  
Families with children with Special Educational Needs  

Full details of the qualifying criteria and an application form to apply for an exemption can be found at https://
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/roads-and-transport/school-streets  
 
The current list of exemptions used by stewards will cease to be valid from 23rd January. All parents seeking an exemption will 
need to apply to the County Council.  
 
Help Travelling to and from School  
 
Since the beginning of the School Street Trial in June 2021 we have been developing a range of measures aimed at helping fam-
ilies get their children safely to and from school. We plan to continue offering and expanding this assistance to ensure that eve-
ryone can get their children to and from school safely.  
 
The assistance available includes:  
Cycle Buses – volunteer riders will lead groups of up to 6 children wishing to cycle together into school. Cycle Buses op erate 
from both South/East Oxford and from West Oxford. Contact atc@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk for more details.  
South Oxford Bike Library – a bike “library” has been set up to lend bikes to families. Contact atc@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk for 
more details.  
Park & Stride – free parking can be provided to families wishing to park in Hinksey Park Car Park and then walk along Marlbor-
ough Road to School  
Walking Bus – from 23rd January, families will be able to drop their children with school staff and volunteer helpers at the 
Splash Park in Hinksey Park before 8.40am. Children will then be walked into school to arrive before school starts at 8.55am. 
Families will need to book places for the Walking Bus via Arbor. A walking group is also planned from South Hinksey and an 
afternoon return bus to Hinksey Park may be arranged if there is sufficient demand.  
Places at Breakfast Club so children can be dropped at school in the morning before School Street operating hours. Help with 
the cost of Breakfast Club is available to qualifying families  
Places at After School Club so children can be collected from school in the afternoon after School Street operating hours. Help 
with the cost of After School Club is available to qualifying families  
 
We recognise that there are many family circumstances and that the help listed here may not be able to solve every travel 
problem. If you have a problem getting your children safely to and from school and need more advice, please contact Laura, 
our Active Travel Champion, at atc@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk. 
 

 
  



Online Safety (click for original) 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/hub/view/guide/tiktok-2022


Big Dates List 

Event  Date & Time  Details  

Science Oxford in School for Monday 6th February 2023, Science Oxford to come into school for their 

Term 3 Ends  Friday 10th February  Term ends at 3pm  

Term 4 Starts  Monday 20th February  Term starts at 8:40am  

Fire Fighters visiting EYFS, Y1, Monday 27th February  Fire fighters to come in and visit EYFS, Y1 and 

SESA Disco  Friday 3rd March    

Spring Concert  Tuesday 7th March – 2pm – Families are invited to our Spring Musical Con-

Woodlands parent meeting  Monday 6th March   3.15pm – 4.00pm Haro classroom  

World Book Day  Thursday 2nd March all day  Children are invited to dress up as a book 

Reception/Year 1 Learning Ex- Thursday 16th March   2:15pm-3pm Parents and family are invited to 

Year 2 Learning Exhibition  Thursday 23rd March  2pm. Parents and family are invited to come in 

Year 3/4 Learning Exhibition  March 28th to March 30th   2:30pm – 3:30pm Parents and family are invit-

Year 5 Learning Exhibition  March 28th to March 30th   2:30pm – 3:30pm Parents and family are invit-

Year 6 Learning Exhibition  March 27th to March 29th   3.15pm – 4pm Parents and family are invited 

Year 6 to Woodlands  13th to 17th March 2022  All of Year 6 away on residential to Wood-

Year R-5 Learning Reviews  w/b 27th March 2022  Parents to book 10-minute meeting with child’s 

Easter Service   Wednesday 29th March Families are invited to St. Matthew’s Church 

Term 4 Ends  Friday 31st March 2023  School ends at 1:15pm  

Start of Term 5  Monday 17th April   Term 5 starts at 8:40am  





A Warm Space 
 
Every Wednesday between 9am and 12pm, St 
Matthew’s Parish Centre offers a warm welcome 
and warm space to sit, chat, read, take it easy.  
Hot chocolate available too! All parents wel-
come. 
 






