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Dear Parents and Carers, 

It has been a truly magical week here at St. Ebbe’s, with a revolving door of 

trips out and visitors in. Year R/1 welcomed an expert from ‘Crocodiles of the 

World,’ as well as enjoying a drama workshop. Year 5 headed off to the Oxford 

Museum of Science and the Bodleian Library to find out about scientists and 

our Year 5/6 cross-country team took part in a gruelling competition! Our week 

ended with disco music on the gate as our SESA team continued to sell tickets 

for our upcoming Disco on Friday 3rd March, bringing smiles and unexpected 

dance moves out everywhere! Please note as well that Friday 3rd March is 

also World Book Day where children are invited to dress up as a book charac-

ter if they wish. This is not compulsory as we realise that dressing up isn’t 

everyone’s cup of tea but the offer is there if children would like to take us up 

on it.  

On my very long of list of favourite things that we do at St. Ebbe’s, are the 

lunchtime clubs that our Year 6s organise for Year 1 and 2 children. Co-

ordinate by Clare Whyles, our hearts melt each lunchtime when we see the 

connection, care and attention that our oldest children give to our youngest. 

Here you can see photographs of  Drama, Athletics, Comics and Creativity and 

Ballet Clubs.  

Please remember that some classes will be closed on the upcoming strike day 

on Thursday 2nd March. 

Classes closed: Congo, Garry, Yangtze, Danube, Amazon, Ob 

Classes open: Darling, Seine, Pangani, Thames, Limpopo and Haro. 

Finally, I discovered this incredible (short) TED talk by 7 year old Molly Wright 

last week and felt that it was too astonishing not to share. I hope you enjoy. 

In this week’s newsletter: 

• Year 5/6 Cross Country 

• Crocodiles of the World 

• This week at Forest Schoool 

• What does a scientist look 

like? 

• Red Carpet Assembly 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Warm wishes,  

Tina   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aISXCw0Pi94


Year 5/6 Cross Country 
It’s taken a while for our Sports Partnership to get com-

petitions off the ground. Several have been organised 

and then cancelled recently due to sickness or the 

weather. However, on Tuesday our Year 5 and 6 cross 

country team headed off to compete against up to 120 

other children. With Petra coming in an impressive 5th 

place, the rest were not far behind. All showed incredi-

ble resilience and courage to run the distance and keep 

up the pace. We gave the children a huge clap in assem-

bly to show them how proud we are of them all.  



Crocodiles of the World 
Experts from ‘Crocodiles of the World’ visited 

on Monday to share their passion for these 

crocodiles and iguanas. Connecting his talk 

about their habitats, adaptations, evolution, 

ecology and behaviour, to the children’s pro-

ject, ‘What do animals and humans need to 

survive?’, our expert left the children buzzing 

with new knowledge and proud of themselves 

for gently stroking new creatures, showing 

courage and connection. Thank you to the Year 

R/1 team for booking such a brilliant visit. Our 

visitor commented that St. Ebbe’s children 

were the most curious and well-behaved he 

had ever met! 



This week at Forest School 
Reception and Year 1 enjoyed their time 
at Forest School on Wednesday!  
One the way, we talked about winter and 
spring and how to tell which season we 
are in by looking at the different flowers. 
We saw daffodils, snowdrops and crocus 
flowers.  
 
We explored the woods, climbed trees 
and climbed aboard the pirate ship. Cap-
tain Jack was the leader and he had his 
crew helping him to gather food supplies 
and equipment for their journey.  
The children also had fun on the tree 
swings, making dens amongst the trees 

and some did a bit of bird spotting to see if they could see the friendly 
robins! Denisz, Rufus and Dominic turned into tree climbing zombies 
and invaded the ship!  
 
Suleiman spent time taking in his surroundings. He said, " love school 



Y5 What does a scientist look like? 
‘Do we have the power to change the 

world?’ is the question being asked cur-

rently in Year 5. Both classes headed off to 

the History of Science Museum and the 

Bodleian Library this week to find out 

about scientists from the past such as, Dor-

othy Hodgkin, who was the first woman to 

win a Nobel Prize for Chemistry, and also 

current Oxford University scientists, includ-

ing those working on the Astra Zeneca vac-

cine. As you can see from the photographs, 

the sessions were engaging, inspiring our 

young scientists. Who knows what children 

at St. Ebbe’s will end up achieving during 

their lifetimes? 



Our ‘Genius Ball’ is 

named from the Latin 

derivative of ‘genius’ as 

‘the attendant spirit 

present from one’s 

birth’.  

We take this to mean 

that we all have unique 

talents and passions 

that we can be curious 

about in relation to ourselves and others. Our school should be a 

place where we feel able to be ourselves and to share the things 

that we love. This helps us get to know each other better, to be 

inspired by each other and to know that we all belong, despite 

our differences. 

Happy Birthday to … Kai, 

Maya, Irene, Juniper, Avalyn, Nell, Quinn, Skye, 

Gustav, Petra and Brodie. 

Living our Core Values 

This week saw our children acknowledging and 

celebrating: 

Curiosity  

Year R/1 asking brilliant questions during the 

Crocodiles of the World visit, Year 2 thinking 

carefully about what they know and what they 

want to know about The Great Fire of London, 

Year 5 being curious about Oxford and science 

Courage  

Year R/1 having the courage to stroke the rep-

tiles, Year 5/6 showing courage during the 

cross-country competition, Year 3/4 showing 

courage when encountering new learning in 

Science 

Connection  

Welcoming Miss Rueggs, a Swiss teacher who 

is with us for 3 weeks, Year 6 learning how to 

play Quidditch in PE, Year 3/4 feeling connec-

tion with William, who is currently living near 

Barcelona after a visit and talk from Victor! 

Last week, I missed sharing a photo of Tommi and Llonja  

courageously completing the Rubix Cube (we love the Rubix 

Cube at St. Ebbe’s!). 

This week we were treated to a performance of ‘Head, 

Shoulders, Knees and Toes’, in Chinese, by Jyn as well as a 

beautiful contemporary dance to, ‘He’s a Pirate’ by Idil and 

Ffion. All of our performers showed such courage. We dis-

cussed afterwards how the confidence to perform in public 

can come from having the courage to have a go. Well done 

everyone. 

Our Junior  

Leadership Team Red 

Carpet Assembly 



We now have our "School 

Shop" up and running on Ar-

bor where parents can buy 

book bags and event tickets 

(e.g. School Disco) and pay 

for events in school (e.g. 

Crocodiles of the World, Rumble in the Jungle) and entry fees (e.g. for 

Young Art Oxford). The School Shop appears at the bottom of Parent 

login page (online and via phone app). 

St. Ebbe’s ‘School Shop’ 

Playing a musical instrument is a great skill for life. Every player is 

crucial in a band, and in turn learns respect, discipline and coopera-

tion. Otherwise the music does not happen! At St Ebbe’s, I have 

spaces for violin, cello and viola lessons, all of which are great in-

struments to play in orchestras and bands. Children can learn in a 

group (lessons start from £6:20) or individually. For further infor-

mation, please visit our website Learning an instrument | Oxford-

shire County Council or email me 

on kate.adcock@oxfordshire.gov.uk. 

Thanks, 

Kate 

Learn an Instrument 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/music-service/music-lessons/learning-instrument
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/music-service/music-lessons/learning-instrument
mailto:kate.adcock@oxfordshire.gov.uk




Songs, crafts, stories, prayers,  

afternoon tea.  

Activities for all ages.  

All welcome! 

Sunday 12th February 

3pm onwards 

St Matthew’s Church  

Marlborough Road 



A Warm Space 

Every Wednesday between 9am and 12pm, St 
Matthew’s Parish Centre offers a warm welcome 
and warm space to sit, chat, read, take it easy.  
Hot chocolate available too! All parents welcome. 
 



Big Dates List 
New or changed dates are in bold. We have updated the school website but if you notice 

any discrepancies or clashes, please let us know ASAP. 

You should also have received a paper copy via your children. If you would like further paper 

copies, do ask at the Office where Jo or Monica will be happy to help as always. 
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