
The Weekly Ebbesentials 
10th March 2023 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Whilst it has been a little cold and damp, a lot has hap-

pened! Last Friday, our SESA disco was a brilliant way to end 

the week. I went to the disco for our youngest children who 

gave it their all for the whole hour, dancing to every tune 

played. The photos are a little blurred in some cases due to 

the speed of their break dancing and general enthusiasm! 

Many thanks to SESA for your excellent organisation and to 

DJ Tom for playing all the tunes the children had chosen 

during the previous week. I am told that ‘The Final Count-

down’ was a big hit with the older children! Who knew?! 

This week, ‘Bespace’, have been in our school library with 

volunteers from St. Matthew’s Church. The children have 

been enjoying activities around the themes of being thank-

ful and forgiveness. Thank you to everyone who has gener-

ously given up their time to run these activities. 

Our first Spring Concert in 4 years was a joy to behold on 

Tuesday. The impressive orchestral performance of ‘Wallace 

and Grommit’, arranged by Mrs Howard, had us all hum-

ming the tune for hours and we were wowed by the courage 

of the soloists whose performances ranged from classical, to 

rock to Abba. As ever, our lovely choir also sang beautifully. 

Well done to Mrs Howard, Dianali Rodriguez for your sup-

port and to all the children involved.  

We have one class closed (Garry) for the final day of strike 

action on Weds 15th March. All other classes will be open. 

Year 6 are off to Woodlands in South Wales next week, stay-

ing for 4 nights at Woodlands Residential Centre. They will 

be accompanied by Miss Jackson, Mrs Bennet, Mr Doubtfire 

and Miss Weston. I know that they will achieve things be-

yond their wildest dreams and can’t wait to hear all about 

their adventures.  

Last weekend, Year 2 parents, Charly and Dimitri hosted 

a fundraising dinner party, raising a total of £700 to be 

split between SESA and The Porch. What a brilliant idea, 

cheaper than going out for a meal and money raised for 

good causes! Thank you both. 

Finally, may I ask that you spend a few minutes com-

pleting our Parent/Carer Annual Survey. We use every 

comment and score to help us improve different aspects 

of our school. Our staff and governors are committed to 

continuous improvement and we are much better at this 

when our decisions are based on evidence. In addition, 

your encouraging comments really help to motivate our 

team. We have already had 38 responses and would 

love to top 200! Thank you very much. 

In this week’s newsletter: 

• Disco 

• Fire Fighters 

• Bespace 

• Red Carpet Assembly 

Have a wonderful weekend. 

Warm wishes, Tina   

https://forms.gle/QZertqYqoAhbRKZdA


SESA Disco 



Spring Concert 



Our Youngest Meet Firefighters 



 Bespace 
Check out our cosy 

spaces in the library 

for reflection and 

connection! 



Our ‘Genius Ball’ is 

named from the Latin 

derivative of ‘genius’ 

as ‘the attendant spir-

it present from one’s 

birth’.  

We take this to mean 

that we all have 

unique talents and 

passions that we can be curious about in relation to our-

selves and others. Our school should be a place where we 

feel able to be ourselves and to share the things that we 

love. This helps us get to know each other better, to be in-

spired by each other and to know that we all belong, de-

spite our differences. 

Happy Birthday to …  

Hope, Sophia, Ffion, Irene, David, Sam, Nye, 

Robyn, David, Zophie 

Living our Core Values 

This week saw our children acknowledging and 

celebrating our three core values in the follow-

ing ways: 

Congo: Reading poems in front of the whole 

class 

Garry: Sharing ideas to save animals 

Darling: Dressing up on World Book Day and 

standing up in assembly 

Pangani: Asking curious questions about The 

Great Fire of London 

Seine: Asking curious questions of our visiting 

Firefighters 

Danube: Curiosity about the old-fashioned lan-

guage in The Lords’ Prayer 

Thames: Making positive contributions to our 

class reward system 

Yangtze: Curiosity about how grammar can 

improve writing 

Amazon:/Limpopo The courage to share 

speeches and receive feedback 

Ob: Making connections between decimals, 

percentages and fractions 

Haro: Curiosity about algebraic equations 

This week we were 

treated to a Karate per-

formance by Ren of 

Seine Class. Ren confi-

dently performed differ-

ent moves, impressing 

us all with his focus and 

precision. 

 

Following that we all en-

joyed a dance and gymnas-

tics performance by Desti-

ny and Shillat who did 

some mind-blowing back-

bends and walkovers. 

 

Well done to you all for your courage to share you talents.  

We feel like we have got to know you better and I am sure 

you have inspired others to try something new or indeed 

show us what they are into! 

Our Junior  

Leadership Team Red Carpet Assembly 



If the Spring Concert inspired your child to start learning a musical instru-

ment, they can do so right here at St. Ebbe’s via the county music service or 

our very our piano teacher, Laurence Williams. Playing a musical instrument 

is a great skill for life. Every player is crucial in a band, and in turn learns re-

spect, discipline and cooperation. Otherwise the music does not happen! At 

St Ebbe’s, I have spaces for violin, cello and viola lessons, all of which are 

great instruments to play in orchestras and bands. Children can learn in a 

group (lessons start from £6:20) or individually. For further information, 

please visit our website Learning an instrument | Oxfordshire County Coun-

cil or email me on kate.adcock@oxfordshire.gov.uk. 

Thanks, 

Kate 

Learn an Instrument 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/music-service/music-lessons/learning-instrument
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/music-service/music-lessons/learning-instrument
mailto:kate.adcock@oxfordshire.gov.uk


Could you help for 15 minutes once a week? Or once a fort-
night? 
 

Our Walking Bus continues to help families get their children to arrive at school on time 

every morning. Meeting at the Splash Park in Hinksey Park they set off at 8.40am for the 

short walk to school. To ensure that we can keep the Walking Bus running we need at least 

1 volunteer a day to help our staff with the 10 minute walk from Hinksey Park to school. 

We are putting together a volunteer rota and already have 3 days a week covered but we 

need more volunteers to fill in the gaps, mostly on Thursday and Fridays. Do you, or could 

you, walk to school through Hinksey Park in the morning? If so, could you commit to walk-

ing with the walking bus once a week or once a fortnight? Ideally you would need to arrive 

at the Splash Park in Hinksey Park by 8.35 and then you'll set off and walk with the Walking 

Bus at 8.40am. If you could commit to this on a regular basis so we can manage a regular 

rota then we will be able to keep helping children get to school on time. If you think you 

could help please contact Laura, our Active Travel Champion, at atc@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk. 







Big Dates List 
New or changed dates are in bold. We have updated the school website but if you notice 

any discrepancies or clashes, please let us know ASAP. 

You should also have received a paper copy via your children. If you would like further paper 

copies, do ask at the Office where Jo or Monica will be happy to help as always. 



Big Dates List 


