
The Weekly Ebbesentials 
17th March 2023 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

What a week Year 6 have had in South Wales at the OCC Outdoor 
Learning Centre, Woodlands. This is an annual visit which staff and 
children look forward to. The photographs tell the story of why this 
is such an incredible experience and the stories coming from the 
teachers who have accompanied them have been nothing short of 
inspiring. A huge thank you to Eve Jackson, Esme Weston, Jo Horn 
and Linus Doubtfire for the long hours you will have worked this 
week and a big well done to the children for their curiosity, courage 
and connection.  

You  may have noticed that I haven’t been on the gate very much 
this week. This is because Jo Horn went to Woodlands at the last 
minute after Louise Bennett was sadly taken ill, meaning that Clare 
Whyles, Narinder Thapar and I covered teaching Limpopo Class. It 
was a joy to be teaching again I have to say.  

Our Parent/Carer Annual Survey closes on Sunday evening. We use 
every comment and score to help us improve different aspects of our 
school. Our staff and governors are committed to continuous im-
provement and we are much better at this when our decisions are 
based on evidence. In addition, your encouraging comments really 
help to motivate our team. We have already had 70 responses and 
would love to top 200! Thank you very much. 

We enjoyed a visit from volunteer reader, Professor Paul, this week, 
who shared his personal rock collection with a fascinated Year 5. We 
love visiting experts, so please do contact us if you have an interest 
or expertise you would like to share. 

If you have registered your child for an after-school club and need to 
collect them at 3pm when arrangements change, we are now asking 
that you collect them from their intended destination rather than 
the classroom. This ensures that our after-school staff team know 
the whereabouts of children they are expecting. Thank you.  

Finally, I snapped this photograph of an impressive bug hotel built by 
Connor, Hattie, Daphne, Nina and Quinn, with an innovative use of a 
ball, twigs and leaves. They were very proud that their creation was 
going to make it into the newsletter.  

In this week’s newsletter: 

 

• Woodlands Residential 

• Geology workshop—Professor Paul 

• Science in Year 3 and 4 

• Red Carpet Assembly 

 

Have a wonderful weekend. 

 

Warm wishes,  

Tina   

https://forms.gle/QZertqYqoAhbRKZdA


Year 6 at Woodlands 



Geology Professor Visit 



The Water Cycle 
Children in Years 3 and 4 have been learning about the 

different stages of the water cycle (evaporation, conden-

sation and precipitation) by creating their own water cy-

cles in bags. They have carefully taken them home to see 

if their predictions are correct.  



Thanks SESA! 

A huge thank you to SESA (and all of you) 

for funding the purchase of some smart 

new furniture for our Key Stage 2 building. 

This bean bag sofa has been a hit at 

lunchtime for children who like to read 

quietly as well as a place to relax between 

lessons and our Teaching Assistants and 

children are enjoying these ‘U-shaped’ ta-

bles for group teaching.  



Our ‘Genius Ball’ is 

named from the Latin 

derivative of ‘genius’ 

as ‘the attendant spir-

it present from one’s 

birth’.  

We take this to mean 

that we all have 

unique talents and 

passions that we can be curious about in relation to our-

selves and others. Our school should be a place where we 

feel able to be ourselves and to share the things that we 

love. This helps us get to know each other better, to be in-

spired by each other and to know that we all belong, de-

spite our differences. 

Happy Birthday to …  

Mr Wolstenholme, Ahmed, Bonnie, 

Sam, Luke, Sam, Fin, Armelle and Sara 

Living our Core Values 

This week saw our children acknowledging and 

celebrating our three core values in the follow-

ing ways: 

Congo:  Curious about the activities in Bespace 

Garry: Courage in choosing different lunch op-

tions and trying new foods 

Darling: Connecting with endangered animals 

and thinking about how to save them 

Pangani: Curiosity about the life-cycle of a 

butterfly 

Seine: Connection in writing from the perspec-

tive of people fleeing the Great Fire of London 

Danube: Connecting with Mr Godby this week 

Thames: Connection with Miss Kearney who 

left to travel to Canada 

Yangtze: Asking curious questions about the 

water-cycle 

Amazon: Connection with scientists in our 

community 

Limpopo: Courage in reading our speeches and 

taking feedback 

 

This week, the ‘Passions-Sharing’ part of 

our Red-Carpet Assembly was led by Oli-

ver, Erwan and Rafael. The three coura-

geous Year 5 children had prepared an 

excellent presentation on the top-10 

footballers of all time.  

Practising for 30 minutes beforehand to brush up their 

presentation skills, the children impressed us by making 

eye-contact with the audience, adding a touch of humour 

and remembering key facts rather than reading from the 

slides. Well done to all three of you.  

Our Junior  

Leadership Team Red Carpet Assembly 



This Easter, join us for an awesome tech experience, with lots of exciting activities from programming challenges, Robot Cod-
ing, Photoshop Skills, Minecraft, DJ mixing and LEGO Engineering.  
  

We are running on 3rd - 6th April 2023 and 11th – 14th April 2023 at St Ebbe’s Primary School, Whitehouse Road, Oxford, 

OX1 4NA, from 9 am to 4 pm each day (Early drop off from 8 am now available). 
  
The main themes for each day are the following: 
  
Bot Builders and Coders 
Meet our Robots and learn visual coding and programming skills that make them come to life! Kickstart your career in STEM as 
you navigate your robot, create games and explore new challenges. This is a great activity to help develop problem-solving 
skills.  
  
Engineering 
We challenge children to create new inventions using modular electronics, helping to develop their problem-solving skills. 
PLUS, Music Maker activity. 
  
Media Madness  
Unleash your inner creative genius and create your own music or start and produce your own film! The opportunities are end-
less on our media day! 
  
Circuitry 
Flex your circuitry skills and build buggies, alarms, light sensors and more.  
  
Creative Tech 
Digital art, rocket propulsions, wearable technology, Augmented Reality, Virtual Reality and Laser Tag. A fun-fuelled tech day 
awaits. 
Our camps are for ages 5-13 only.  Spaces are limited, for more information, please see the attached flyer or to enrol 
now simply visit:    
  
https://www.nextthing.education/product/st-ebbes-primary-school-easter-camps/ 

https://www.nextthing.education/product/st-ebbes-primary-school-easter-camps/




Could you help for 15 minutes once a week? Or once a fort-
night? 
 

Our Walking Bus continues to help families get their children to arrive at school on time every 

morning. Meeting at the Splash Park in Hinksey Park they set off at 8.40am for the short walk 

to school. To ensure that we can keep the Walking Bus running we need at least 1 volunteer a 

day to help our staff with the 10 minute walk from Hinksey Park to school. We are putting to-

gether a volunteer rota and already have 3 days a week covered but we need more volunteers 

to fill in the gaps, mostly on Thursday and Fridays. Do you, or could you, walk to school 

through Hinksey Park in the morning? If so, could you commit to walking with the walking bus 

once a week or once a fortnight? Ideally you would need to arrive at the Splash Park in 

Hinksey Park by 8.35 and then you'll set off and walk with the Walking Bus at 8.40am. If you 

could commit to this on a regular basis so we can manage a regular rota then we will be able 

to keep helping children get to school on time. If you think you could help please contact 

Laura, our Active Travel Champion, at atc@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk. 







Big Dates List 
New or changed dates are in bold. We have updated the school website but if you notice 

any discrepancies or clashes, please let us know ASAP. 

You should also have received a paper copy via your children. If you would like further paper 

copies, do ask at the Office where Jo or Monica will be happy to help as always. 




