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Dear Parents and Carers, 

World Book Day was just brilliant today. What an effort our children 

and staff went to with dressing up. As a school without uniform, we 

tend to take dressing up pretty seriously and this year was no excep-

tion. I realise that this is a big ask of our parents and carers and thank 

you for going out of your way to make this happen. There is something 

very special about all being in the hall together, celebrating reading 

and all things books. Today the children entered a competition to de-

sign a book token and engaged with brilliant, live author talks which 

they loved. In addition we launched our sponsored read where we are 

aiming to raise money to help us keep our stock of books fresh and 

appealing. Details of this will be sent home next week so please look 

out for a sponsor form.  

Thank you for your support once again of our teachers who were able 

to take strike action. Once again they engaged with the march in Ox-

ford, showing a united front for the future of education. The issues that 

teachers are striking about have serious implications for future recruit-

ment. We desperately need for more people to be applying to teacher 

training and hope that an agreement can be reached soon. I will let you 

know as soon as possible about the arrangements for the next two 

planned strike days which are 15th and 16th March.  

Next week we welcome our ‘BeSpace’ volunteers who are setting up in 

the library as I type. They are creating cosy spaces for the children to 

visit throughout the week and experience activities designed to help 

them reflect, in a calm space, what they are thankful for, how they 

manage when times are hard, what their dreams are and how to man-

age change. The children always enjoy taking part in BeSpace and we 

love to hear their responses to the different activities. 

In this week’s newsletter: 

• World Book Day 

• This week at Forest School 

Have a wonderful weekend. 

Warm wishes,  

Tina   



World Book Day 



During Tuesday's visit to Forest School with Garry class, we revisited the wild areas where there are daffodils and snowdrops to 
see how much they have grown. Our children found many had started to flower and were very excited that spring is clearly on 
its way! 
 
On the way, we all stood on the bridge and waved at a passing train, we got the loudest toot and 
children loved it!  
 
At Forest School, we saw that children took it upon themselves to build friendships and work 
together as a team. We saw Amelia and Quinn encouraging and supporting Nadya to have a go 
on the swing. She was very nervous but couldn't stop smiling afterwards. Laughter could be 
heard from all around. 
 
Denisz, Leya and Oscar used their imaginations to build a huge campfire and a bench. Together 
they sat and pretended to toast marshmallows! 
 
Ariya and Charlie pushed each other on the rope swings, and shared knowledge about wildlife.  
 
Suleiman and Safiya build nests and safe places for the birds to rest and eat their food. 
 
Dominic explored all the different things he could find in the woodlands. He even made friends with a pet 
worm. 
 
We never know what is going to happen at Forest School and the above are just a few examples of many 
moments of curiosity and wonder.  

This week at Forest School... 



We now have our "School 

Shop" up and running on Ar-

bor where parents can buy 

book bags and event tickets 

(e.g. School Disco) and pay 

for events in school (e.g. 

Crocodiles of the World, Rumble in the Jungle) and entry fees (e.g. for 

Young Art Oxford). The School Shop appears at the bottom of Parent 

login page (online and via phone app). 

St. Ebbe’s ‘School Shop’ 

Playing a musical instrument is a great skill for life. Every player is 

crucial in a band, and in turn learns respect, discipline and coopera-

tion. Otherwise the music does not happen! At St Ebbe’s, I have 

spaces for violin, cello and viola lessons, all of which are great in-

struments to play in orchestras and bands. Children can learn in a 

group (lessons start from £6:20) or individually. For further infor-

mation, please visit our website Learning an instrument | Oxford-

shire County Council or email me 

on kate.adcock@oxfordshire.gov.uk. 

Thanks, 

Kate 

Learn an Instrument 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/music-service/music-lessons/learning-instrument
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/music-service/music-lessons/learning-instrument
mailto:kate.adcock@oxfordshire.gov.uk




Hogacre Common Eco Park 



Songs, crafts, stories, prayers,  

afternoon tea.  

Activities for all ages.  

All welcome! 

Sunday 12th February 

3pm onwards 

St Matthew’s Church  

Marlborough Road 



A Warm Space 

Every Wednesday between 9am and 12pm, St 
Matthew’s Parish Centre offers a warm welcome 
and warm space to sit, chat, read, take it easy.  
Hot chocolate available too! All parents welcome. 
 



Big Dates List 
New or changed dates are in bold. We have updated the school website but if you notice 

any discrepancies or clashes, please let us know ASAP. 

You should also have received a paper copy via your children. If you would like further paper 

copies, do ask at the Office where Jo or Monica will be happy to help as always. 
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